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5 . CHAP, III. ELD 3 
Compderations evidencing it 4 printipal poiat 
| of wiſdom for & man to mate 4 right choice _ 
| of that Religion he profeſſes in the World, 
and ventures his Eternal Salvation upon. 
Hoi: ſhewed., wherein this wile 

chufing ones Religion ſtands , and 
what Acts muſt concur thereto, We come 


next to demonſtrate it to de ſucha printi- 
pal poĩnt of wiſedom for a man to make a 
tight choice of his Religion he profeſſes in 
the world, andi ventures his Salvation upon, . 
This may be evinced from the enſuiagdon- 
ſiderations. e 
1. The Neceſſity for a man to be of ſome 
Religion; and if 2 wiſedom ſhonld dire 
to make choyce of the beſt. Now it's ne- 
ceſſary to be of ſome Religion; We can-' _ 
not live without God (ett; 17. 28. In; 
li we live, move, and have our heing) And 
is it not fit then we ſhould acknowledge 
God and worſhip him? in the very framing 
ol the nature of man, there are ſuch princt- 


* 1 
M3 4, 2x2 


de razed out, that have taught*che 


ples of Religion ingra ven in him, that can- 


u Hearhens to worſhip a Deity; ſo that 


we ſhould be worſe thenHeathens,yea,be- 
come very beaſts, and below men, if wee 
ſhould not be cf ſome Religion: Beſides 
1 B 3 4 


ö 1 
it is the expreſſe command of God, by his t 
written Laws given to the Sonnes of Men, 
that they adore, worſhip and ſerve hin; d 
be expects it as an homage from them, aud | ji 
will not looſe his glory; Such Atheiſts ate | f. 
accurſed by him, as calt of all Rcligion, & 4 
live without God in the World; And | « 
+ though ſome ſuch Atheiſts have been | | 
found who in their proſperity forget God, | m 
E whilſt they can better ſhift without him; - 6« 
pet in their miſeries and dangers, they have t 
pbeen forced to acknowledge God, and call I t. 
upon him, as the Mariners in the Ship 
With fernab, &c. Now if it be ſo, Is it n 
not fit to chuſe the true God, and the true 

Religion? . 

2. There gre many falſe Religions in | 
the World, and we may ſqon be impcſcd ' 
n and deluded, if we make not a wiſe 
choice of our Religion; There be many 
Lords and many gods ſo called, (ſaith 
+ - the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 8. 5. )though to us, 
there is but one living and true God; ther's | 

many wayes of Religion, Heatheniſm, Ma- 

hometaniſm, Judaiſm , and Chriſtiani« 

ty; and amongſt Chriſtians, how many; } 

different wayes this day? ſcarce to be 

numbred , and therefore we had need ia 
make a good choice; The greatetſt part 

. - gf the World were deceived in forme 
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} theſe admitting many ſubdiviſions amongk 
F themſelves; Therefore we had need to 


| tereſt depends; on the right ehuſing 


| times of old, the whole World almoſt fol? 


lowed falſe gods, except Iſrael. Ar this 


day, fome obſerve, it the World be divided 


into thirty parts, nineteen of them are Hea«. 


(though inconfiderable ) Jews; and only 
the other five parts of the thirty be Chri- 


| | then Idolaters, fix be Adabometans; ſome 


ſtians: and how many diftcrent wayes be 
amongſt chem ? Proteſtants, Papiſts, Aſuſ» 
 $oviter, Greeks in Emrope, ( beſides multi» © 
tudes in other parts of the World,) A 


make a wiſe choice. 1 5 0 
3» It's that whereupon our eateſſ Ain. 


Religion, or our miſtakes about it, eternal! 


bhappineſꝭ or miſery, life or death depend. 


Deut. 3 2. 46, 47. in things of great im 
portance men uſe much deliberation , and 


$ make the wiſeſt choice they cas how ne- 


ge ſſary is it here > That opinion or dre m 
that every man may be ſaved by his own 
Religion, if he be true to it, is more be- 
eoming Turks then Chriftians, They lay 


bere are three Banners whereby men are 
onducted to Heaven, Moſer s, Chrifts,and 


Mabomets ; but weChriſtians know no o- 
her way to Salvation but one, vir. by 
Rich in Jeſus Chriſt; for there's no at ler 
* Ls nam 


+- 

. 
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name of Feſt Chrif, Act, 4. ＋2. Indee A 


name - et. to be ſavea bᷣy, bat 25 1 

many leſſer differences may be zmongſt 
' Them that hold that one Faith: They may tt 
bold the head Chriſt, and yet differ in n 
ſſdmal things with ſafety to their Souls; if Þ H 
they build on the foundation and corner- | x! 


ſtone Jeſus Chriſt, (heartily believing the | u 
3 — hr the Chriſtian Faith, — he V 


ding according to them, though they add el 
co the Hay, Stubble, and wood of |. 
fa er errors, they may be ſa ved notwitb- 
--- Banding theſes 1 Cor. 3. 15. Salvation 
mi be bad amongſt ſeveral forts of Chri- 
Fans, chat all agree in the great Articles of 
the Chriſtian. Faith, and live piouſly and 
charitably, whether Lutherans, Calviniſti, 
Arwinians, Anahaptiſts, Epiſcopal, Preſs. 
byterien, Indepenaent, & c. Theſe are 
not different Religions, but different || ta 
forme af the ſame Religion, wherein the | ar 
children of the ſame Father, are dreſſed. $ w 
vp indifferent habits. But where any. dif- of 
fer in fundamentals, and even turn te ano- 
* = ther Religion, to another Goſpel, or Chriſt g 
u the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the Galatians} "mp 
s too many Seas amongſt us, are found 04 $6 
| do, viz. Papiſts, Socinians, Quakers! 
9. Thoſe I mean who are throughly 
| ſuch, oo al chat jgnotantly adbererg 
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them,) it would be fooliſh charity to flat- 

| er them with hopes of Salvation, in ſueß 

2 3 (it living and dying according to 

thoſe corrupt principles, ) becauſe they. 4 

te in the number of thoſe Damnable 

" Þ Hereſies the Scripture ſpeaks of. Now 


his being clear, that Salvation dependeth 
upon elpouſing the right Religion; 
What wiſedom is it to make a good 4 
choice? | — 0 
48. Becauſe elſe if one ſhould haben on 
the true Religion, he would never be T 
unco it, unleſs he take it up on ſuch a rige 
choice, as before was ſpoken of; we can 
dot be Serious Chriſtians, nor chrowgh 
- 1 Chriſtians, but by halves only; nor Con- 
dn, holding out to the End, without this 
abt choice. ä 5 
(1. ) Not ſerions Chriſtians. Such as: 
take up a Religion they know not what, 
and on grounds they know not Why, 
will be but ſleighty and formal init; a littie 
of outſide profeſſion they may have, bur: 
the power of it will be wanting. Thus che 
-common ſort of Chriſtians, that take got 
Religion ona wiſe choice, underfiand- 
Line what it is, and diſcerning the verity and 
dxcellency of it, but becauſe it is profeſſed 
the countrey where they live, i9joyned © 
che Laws of the Land, a Ny 1 
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died by ple Oeder whom they 
eſteem wiſe and holy, alack, how formais ia 
and ſleighey are they therein; not conſide- 
ting the glory ol the great God that made 
them and redeemed them, is concefned 
+ therein, and that the Salvation of their 
own fouls depends on it: Whereas ſuch! 
as make 8 wiſe choice out of knowledge 
and diſcerning, ſerve God with all their 
heart and ſtrength and ſoul, they reſt not in 55 

the former, but labour in the power of -F*. 
-godlinefſe. Religion is their main buſineſs Þ 
n the World. We 
_ (a.) Nor thorough Chriſtians, but only it 
by the halves, (as Agrippa,almoſt perſwas:.. * 
ded to br Chriftians,) They will follow | 1 
Chriſt a little way, and perform ſome of the FF 
out · ſide and eaſie parts of Religion: but I d. 
when they hear ſome hard ſayings, (asthe - tu 
, "STE ov apernatts ) or ſome difficult duties preſſed 1 11 
on them that croſs fleſh. and blood and, ot 

woridly intereſt, they will except them, F_ 
and fay, in this thing the Lord be merciful * 
tame, &c. Thele are like the Scribe, ner N 
farre from the Kin gdeme of Heaven , bu 

never ſpall come there; like Herod, that res 
form many things, but not at all, will pick 
and chuſe where they pleaſe. Oh that 
this were not the caſe of many called Tei- 
ſtiaas | And this becauſe they underftanth 
. Nor + 
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aright what the Chriſtian Religion is, 
End rake it not upon good grounds, there 
ee they fall ſhort: whereas he that uu- 
berſtsads what an holy Religion jt js, and &$ 
hat great duties i t requires, and d aſts. up 
beſore band the inconveniences, loſſcs and 
Fufferings he may meet with, compating 
{| them with the recompence of reward, tage 
ar more excecding and eternal weight of - ; 
* e he will go through ſtitch, will fol» 
ow God fully, and will be altogether - 
3. Not Conſt ant, but turning away fromm 
"+ ituponevery Temptation. Such ate eyer 
{4 wav*ring and halting bctwixt'cmo,” as the 
2 Thaelites of old betwixt Iebovab and Beek, 
it hereſie, ſeducement, and the power of 
deluſions come amongſt ſuch, how do theß 
turn away from that Religion they have 
imbraced by companies, and turn Runna- 
ados, or if the heat of perſecut ion ſcorch 
them, they wither away becauſe thry have 

„ Root. Mat, 13. We have had too ſad ex- 

-F -perience of this amongſt the giddy unſtable  - - 
1 ort of Chriſtians in our times, hen Gd. 
let looſe errors and hett ſies amongſt  - 
„ (to try who were ſound and ſineete: 
and wWha not) how many were carried a- 
ay witha flood? and if Popery ſhould 
preyailagain, or Malometaniſim, * 
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” che conquering Sword of the Turks, one 
may tremble. to think whither ſuch un- 
grounded Chriftians may be carryed: 
 FW#hercas on the other hand the Chriſtian 
that takes up his Religion on good 
grounds through a wiſe choice, knowing 
what, and in _ — hath pag yt i 
through grace ſtand ſtrongly a: the Houſe | 
> 5s. Rock, — When the 
Winds blew and the Waves beat, he ſtands; | 
The gaves of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt } 
fich. Therefore we ſee what a great point | 
of wiſdom it is, for a man to make a wiſe. |: 
yy Religion he cakes up; elſe ge 
will not be true unto it; he will not be a4 
ſierious Chriſtian, nora chorough, nor a 
cCouſtant Chriſtian, and then as ood be . 
none at all. It will nothing avail them 
unto Salvation to imbrace the true Religi- 
on; no more then it did profite the Iſra-- 
Ates of old, to have the Temple ofthe |. 
Lord amongſt them; or the Philsftims | 
tohsve the Ark of the Covenant with 
them,, it will but increaſe their condem ay 
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3 Theſe confiderations are ſufficient (wit bi, 4 
infifting wpon any other) to tvilence' the 
truth of our propoſition, and to commenil to wth 
ren duiy viz. The wiſe chufing of that 
ue ve profeſſe in the World, that wi ie 
Es 3 S 


a 
35s 
Fs 


Ty 
, 2 
1 a ” - > 
<< E 58 £8 £ 
r 


* 4 — unto Beaſts; fooliſh are they ant 


nber to live and £1 in, and to venture ths © 


"4 * CHAP. III. 

'S- ' Wherein the Practice of this Duty is PT 
en, and Directions groen how to chuſe.the® 

tic Religion amongſt ſo many as are i 
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bave been treating on, but in verdi hilort - 7 
let every one that God hath | iven the un- 


male a wiſe choice of that Religion he ven- 'I 


— ** — 
— 
— 


| ee their ſenſual pleaſures, they degene- 
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i be reſolved to be of ſome Religion, and 
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Eternal Salvation upon. 


the World, All ot ber Religi⸗ 1 Fares 
Sed, The Chriflian 1415 at i 4 
to be the only true Religion, 


part of our diſcourſe toſhew how 7 
this may be reduced into action, that we 


derſtanding of a man unto, de iuduced do 


tures his eternal Salvation upon: - 
This diſcourſe is intended only for ſuch 


will not live as Atheifts, As for them that 
will not be of any Religion at all, but livs 
without God in the World, only live to 
tat and drink, and work and ſleuap, and 


e from the Nature of Men, and are even 
bn orant(to uſe the P[almiſts words, Eſal. 


3.) und even in this point as Beaſts, 2 
Som men as Nebachadurxzar was 


ben he did ect graſſe as the Oxen,mndiogs | 
bed amonyſt er ſuch coins | 
very Law of Nature, which hath taught all 
Nations, however rude and batbarous; to 
dake upſome profeſſion of Religion; THñy 
". tranſereſſc alſo! the written Law of God; 
which he hath given in his Word, and will | 
-. "judge men by, at the laſt day; which res 
= quires ſolemn worſhip and ſervice from 
=. . the Sons of men. They bring themſelves F' 
direaly under the curſe or imprecation, Þ 
Jer. 10. 25. Pear ent thy fury upon the 
Heben and upon the Families that call noi 
* en thy Name. The withed ſball be turn 
dite Hell, with all the Nations that forgat 3 
84, Plalm 9.17. As they fay to God now. 
diepart from us, we will not know. thy 
' Wayes: ſo they ſhall hear God ſay to them 
8 ſhortly. Depart from me ye curſed, & c. 
Nor do I fpeak to ſuch baſe and low Spi- 
rits, as take up theitReligion on truft from 
others, and pinne the ir Faith upon the 
ſleeves of thoſe, to whom they have ſub- 
jected their judgements and conſciences, 
upon account of any worldly» or corrupt 
intereſt z But to ſuch noble Spirits, | 
with the Bereens will take pains to feargh $4 
the Scriptures, and uſcalt Gods appoint 
means to inform themſelves ; that they 
may venture their ſouls on a lure bottom 
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i | :(onfiter ns men, and make a wile choice of 
dat Religion you venture your Salvati- 
lt | onupon. Its not ſuificient that it be de- 
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livered to you by Tradition from your A 
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eeſtors; that you yave learned it by educa. 
tion from Godly Parents; that it is com- 
manded by the Laws oſ the Land where- 
nin you live, and commended by the pa. 
A ice of wiſe and pious perſons, whom you} 
teverence: but make a wiſe choice for 


on, your ſelves ; Labour to underſtand die +} 
the itinctly the ſeveral Dodrines, and my- 3 


not ſteries of Faith, and duties of Godlinefle 
nd contained therein: and to know the ve. 
at | tity and excellency of it; and ſo take je 
„up upondeliberation. weighing both the 
jy conveniences and inconveniences ſo it, 
;F Comparing the ſufferings, loſſes, reprod- 
ches, perſecutions you meet withall: with 
pi - the reward and Crown promiſed; and & 
rom } male a wiſc choice of your Religion, re- 
the ſolo ing to live and dye therein, to athers 

to it to the end, and be faithful even te I 
| Death. ; — 2 * 

This is a duty neceſſary and ſeaſonabe 
to be preſſed, ſome have not yet choſen 
ui beir Religion. It's to be feared ther's 
eos many, not only of the younger lor, 

of che more antient, who (accordins 


* 40 the proverb) have their Religion to 
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” chuſe. Some have made ſome kind of | 
F - . choice, but need to be confirmed and eſta- 
dliſhed therein upon good grounds, and 
o be ſtirred up to be true to the true Reli- 
gion they protefie , even to be ſerious, 
© -.thorough and conſtant Chriſtians. 

| Make this choice then ſpeedily for this is 
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the buſinefſe you come into the World a. 
bout, to know and acknowledge, to wor- 
hip and glorific God ; and your Salvati- 
= on depends upon it. Live not without 
So any longer, but acknowledge him that 
mas and redeemed your, that feeds and 
prelethes you, and learn how to ſerve him 
- acceptably, Do it wiſely, leſt you! be de. 
* landed, there being ſuch dives fities of Re- 
ligions, and ſo many falſe wayes in the 
World, you had need to have your eyes 
about you; erring herein will not ſtand: 
with che ſalety of your fouls, your exters 
nal hapineſſe or miſery depends upon it. 
And then be True to that Religion yod 
chuſe, play not fait and loofe with it. It's: 
a; buſinefſe of higheſt concernment to be 
ſerious in Religion, what ever yo 
tile in; — not falſe 3 what ever [4 
Jou be faulty in; Let the DoArines ang 
* ea you receive, influene 
VvFaour hearts and lives, ſanctify and chang 
| "them; reſt not in the form of - godline 
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i not a different Religion. There are 


4 

9 — 
0 ie lathe ns Religinn es tale, 
Fi ; eye all unto it, : 
ea. Bur here. 4 queſtion muſt be ; 3 
'reloived''in order to the practice of this 

— is this. Some may ſay, Sring- 

there are ſuch diver ſities of Religion in the 
Werld; How ſbal we be able to make ag 
choice, awngſt ſo weary, of the true Religion, 
ſuch of 8 44 be weak and ignorant, 
great and learned men differ ſo * ; 
thout it among themſelves. % 
Anſwer. This is a queſtion of very great h 
importance, and indeed deſerves a terious: 
| xl I hal. ſpeak to it in opt | 


* it ina miſtake ro dn. becaale ofthe 
rences imons amongſt men, 
there” is 0b 8 multitude ot Religions - 
in the Word; for every different opmion 


{to ſyrak propetly) bar four Rel! 
i 14 World, — 5 there be di 
3 
— eee judaiſm ond 
themſelves, 3 4 
— E 
N yoyntly, as. may 2 
* abel Hiſtories, In aba :-. 
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_”= in follooy thar — 
bury: great differences amon 2 1 
£ — ſo that they are at deadly — ; 

> ofcen one with another for their 4 

fake, as is ſtoried of the 7 is andi Fe 

.  AfeMabometens. In fudaiſm all wortbip!:f 
" the true God, the maker of Heaven and 
Earth; and receive the Law from Loſer ji 

mY E erence Fa the MR 
1 Yet bave they erent Sects amo 7 

themfelves, 2s thePbdnfrer;Sedlavers, fa 
ent, ec. In Chriſtiahity all worſhip God im | 
Christ „ although! these bo diverfitiesof & 
Secs and Hereſies amongſt them; So that 
n tour eee thy ; 
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ary e: give bas * ci + 3 
2 ib 60 57 to worſbi, ip ſuch ods, e Th | 
. - 7 ol the true 2 Gl aia' not "pf 5 
. Many of their own Religion * Fs 
4 {| were convinced, they were not inthetight,* 
P {gd therefor: (Fcero in his Book De u N 
Den faith, I would | could as b = 
. true Religion, 4 convince #thers 125 7 
1 fal 
* "C2; 27 -For-Mahowttaniſm, though 1 it hath. 
I ſpread far over the World, (yea, further 
bea Chriſtianity is ſpread at this day yet 
1 Fits moſt eaſie to prove that to be 4 talſse 
Keligion; Their Prophet was 2 deceiper 
d a very flagitious perſon , and wr' — 
| to miraclesz their Aleaton is mo dar 1 


em tous and witkout ſenſe; their Doctri N 
IE: 3 wel as their Lives; their Rellgi⸗ 1 
promiſes a'ca e in the world 


f Becke, full o fue} pleakured, not _[pirl= 
_ 72 and ſuitable to fational injfforcal © 
us. It was 'pfoj ted in the 'Wotld + 
y the Sword,” an 2 intained by ignos 

„ and . all humane learn | 


regs 


xXx. | as Le 
nn as to be aboliſhed, Heb 9. 10. Their. 
Whole worſhip & Ceremonies had reſpe&. | 
ain on whom, becauſe they would not 
Felieve, but rej &-d and crucified him, % | 
| "2-7 hong wpon them to the utter. 
. They and their Temple was deſtroy- 
ed and the worſhip of it abrogateds and 
to this day fo continues. 
ve 4) le remains therefore that the Chri- 
ſian Religion is the true Religion, c or elſe | 
there's none in the World. and it in- 
deed is witaucſſed to, both in CMahomets | 
| Aicoran, and in the Jewiſs Old Teſtament, |. 
Which ſpeaks fully of Jeſus Chriſt, his 
birch and parentage, with the circum- | 
Rances of time and place, his death, reſur- 
de Tien. ge. Thin confirmed by many | 
fever gnd wonders, ard real mivacteswroghs | 
| che fir i? planters of ibi Religion: Heb. 2. 
4 Ay che means à d waycs of propaga-· 
tion ob it by weak and unlearned men, 5 02 6 
whaſe preaching it ſoon orerſpread the 
World and took uch rooting , that the 


power. craft, and malice of men and De 


| oh cannot ront it out. Its. evidenced 0 +: 
— The puriry and ſpirit of e 
. Bye imity of the My 81 

Ed in it, wherein the higheſt wiledi 
eee am. 


I 


FE” .. (9) 

| *&cellency Ge e ee 

. de holy Spirit appearing in the en ; 

pn eſſors of it ( ſuch a Spirit oſ holineſſe as 

is no where elſe to be found in the world} £ = 

And by ehe defign it hath to glorifie G 

107 War to humble Man, &c. By theſe a 4 

| lie ervidences the weakeſt , may N be 

nd convinced, That the Chriſtian Religion is 
dle only true Religion of all others in the 

11 * 8 and ſo be directed to make choice 

N. 1 CHAP. V. 

t, Foreber Direflions how to chuſe the 

is | and ſafe Way amongſt ſuch diverſpries 75 

n- | Sel; andopinions, 4 be amengũ {bri- 

re. | Gian. A doſcovery of the fu ko hae? 

„ | - Dofvines of Faith avi pratiical duties of © 

1 Saline is generally imbraced i al C li- 5 q 

2. — tim and places, wi N 


reference unto them. 


Aving inquired into the enn 
IH this diy profeſſed i in the world⸗ 
and found upon good ev ide nge che Clif | 
| oli to be the only t ion 
men may venture their Salvation won 
1 Wer meet next with ao 1 | 
1 Kulcy ee weak and Igor 
FI: 4{c are perplexcd Wogen by t 


mas 


5 . ( elt. e | 1 
wed to be Chreſtlans = 7 475 45 Gs 3 
#nd/afe way amon ee «ths ad} 
fer entperfwaſions.of thaje calle Corif 4 
s, ( unleſs 6 man wight be ſaved in any, 
5 Felis and wage ) What lire client & 13 
there for the [afe eie of ſnch at are 414 0 1 
daſechertin? 8 1 
Anſwer. vob” "this is a Srend ca 
/ wherein very m py (in theſe fad times & 
. iviſion) greatly heed Direction, I nal 
| Smivethem ton fafe way; wherein: he w | | 
. _ ſecurely walk, and venture their S- iy | 
|. -wichour fear of miſcarrying. And it ĩs thi 
'.  \Derthew labout tounderitand clearly; 
|” "go imbrace heartilythuſe 2 a | 
 -CarbdlioÞverntice of cb Citi an Reli 24 ; 
- _ ewhichutemore clearly: laid down int E 
holy Scriptures, and have been owned by 
| | s of Chriſt, generally mg ly, 
| & ee 50 che 4A le 
yes, and tranſmictedro a io hel ? 
5 Confeſſions of Faith, 


ed by Ae hy, the, game. 
ps) wig! ra nag 


n 2 chr thy 1 25 my 
2H * and Lives e nd 8 


5 © ed / jo Aline that 


2 e af ri tiansare agreed in, and 
1 be practice of them, and their, Leas (hall 
; 7 5 * Sinly de ſecured . INN 
row, that notwithſanding, theſe dis | 
fic of Se+apd: varieties of -opi 14 
are found among Chriſtians, from 
2 þ they aro nen privileged, (a+ neither 
el other three Religions, Hear, 
ine. Mahomeraniſm and 1 
4 , eee nor r (halls 4 
. we ba imperſeck, and know 7 
75 part, and 25s in part cal gg well 8 
Wo Spiritual, nu the envious vpg.ſhall .-! 
dw.Taresa the field ofthe 9 
1 he the plesſure 4 
ene 40 bes cher che dach are | 
ed may be made — or" wy Sat 4 
ow: That there are ſome 4 
25 TA rholick verities of the Chriſtian Re- (4 
4 icon, -Which arc 4967-56, pointy, gene- 
= helipved of all, having a oy 4 
iy und conſent concur ER FO 4 
d 6 which che Scriptures call the foan- 
N Gangs OE Te ain n 
© of 66 runs of hriis. Heb. +I? dhe fue 
i 270 — ords, 2 Tim. 1. 13. 8 11 13. 
er or Analogy of Faith, Rom. 
en have hren gonveyad n 
poſtles: 9 ta Us; N 
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„„ [ever * e KY 
1 a Confefſed duties of ge. 
. fineſſe, as none that have pretended: tobe. 


be Chriſtiens have dared openly and directi 
rt gainſay. Now cheſe are the points — 
5 influence on our hearts and 
hies : to ſanctiſie and change them, and to 


the life and power of godlineſſe, 


Nee queſtions and men of 


-difpure that are fo hotly conteſted about) 
anch cheſe avail to the ſaving our Seuls; up- 


dn our hearty imbraeing and recei 
.: theſe, or onrrenourcing of chem, aer if 


heurt or life, depends our Salvation or 
Damnation. We had need therefore to ſet; 
dur hearts on theſe things, that we cotdiak: 


ly believe theſe Doctrines, and practiſe 


Duries, and ſo doing we ſha] | ſecure» 


eee Salvation. 


Nou for further improvement of this! 
r we ſhal more particularly. ioquire 'I 
ev — neceffary Hocke ines of 

and lay down. 


2 — — wrews in ordor to bur 


a as / ( 


. belief und practioe, and ſo D * 


«$a 

d, For the Fundamental Both 
"the Chriſtian Religion Not that I wil 
art Ra dor 


oY * r 
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7 „ this . 1 2 
„ | the ee piose of al the Divines in Chris 7 
5 } fSendom; but B 40 declare thoſe * be; 4 
| which bring were clearly l ais down in gan * pa 
e. baus been generally imbraced | I 
s worthy the Nane of Chr _< 
fetting aſide controverted points) where- 
1 info much truth is contained , i being 
ſeyned with holy obedienee. may be lat 
; 5 to bring 2 man to everlaſting Salvati⸗ 
This bei premiſed. they may beres 
I Greed to theſe four Articles. 
i) Concerniig God, Thee therefrom 
God'of an infinite , perfect „and ſplritu 
Ilnture, Subſiſting in three moſt glori- 
Je perſons, the Father, the Sonne, and the 
ih Gbeſ, whois the maker, pe aan a 
{ Governor of all things, rends tis 
Loon glory in all his Works. Thar 
yreateſt concernment of reaſonable 
Ves is to know & acknowledge thisGod; 
FI tofear, love, adore and glorify bim, and 
: [their chief felicity ſtands in his love and 
2 — in fulleſt conformity to his 1 EE 
| he neu ſt communion with him, «ndin | 
| . good ſeparate from him. 
| Article of Religion — | 
tion to be known and believed, _ MN 
. — Chriſtians: Be- + 
ey: and let it tjfluence | : 
xs Ne your 
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>” . / Jquahearts and lives, ſo as you Rudy 0 

8 eee ee, 5 
1 God, and to get acquaintangy 
N „to fear, love, and ſerye him, 0 
. - A - „ . 
=Z@wabip.tor your SovcraignLard.& ö 
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Pe e. „ ann a wo dt woke 
Concerning man, That. God mad 
net ile firſt in a pery holy &. happy ef 
 frommbich he ſoon fel through Satan. I empy 
tation, and all mankinde became plunged ing 

' Pnand miſery, That we are all hairons oh 

| fendiys againſt.the, God of Hevn ;undgh 

bis dreadful wrath, and the cnrſe of the Lay, 
barred out of Heaben and happineſs, and ly. 

2 able ts eternal tos ments, if not ſhexablyre | 

! Conciled io Godand pardoned, and by renew | 

eg grace ſenflified and converted;. which | 

* AF the we, nor any meere creature i ai, 

as for us. FEI 294 8 
lis is another Fundamental Article of 

Kaub, ſo clearly laid down in Scripture 

is beyond all controverſie. Entertaiaꝶ 

hot in the notion only, but let it be ſo dy 

geſted, that you feel your (in and miſetj 

at your heart, and dare not to . continue, 

day lopger Without reconciling yd pa 

:@bbing mercy, and renewing and ganct iq 

dug grace, leſt you periſh 3 that y., 
pair of any creatures help, and feel you 

{elves eternally undone, if the God. of Hear 

_ wveakillp not, & is 18 uo 58 4 

| Wyo (3) oi. 
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un 67 Cooperning Jeſus Chriſt, ou A. 
8 1 — tr. That > Lord. Jeſu Chrift.che e 
= t. ine; begatten Son of God, coeſſcntial and cos A 
ier ternal with bu Father upon the appointment 
<1 | And defign4tion of bis Father, voluntarily 
made | ander:ooktbe office fa Saviour andRedgam.. 
fare to Manktnde,& being made Man, took an 
x Gm our fins, and the curſe of the Law, a 
ne | giving himſelf up a Sacrifice and an offering 
ie God: for us, purchaſed by bis dexth all 


2 * 
1 6-3. 


1h gs conducing to grace and glory: and bar 


an, ning by bis own power, ariſen ſrom the dead 
ud a/cended into heaven, he it become an a. 
fffecient Saviour, and will effectualy confer + 
„la, grace and Salvation, on allthoſe who 
bich Fal truly believe in him; 4nd that there i 
les e oc her name under Heaven to be ſaved by, 
ot '; by the name of Feſu Chriſt, N 
Tit et agreat and neceſſary Doctrius af 
ration, ſo cleariy bela forth in Seriptare. 
ing bat it's beyond controverſie; 1 Tim. 3. 6. 
b Ter this. Catholic i verity be received not in 
efy | ie Nation only, but dwel in peur e 1 
an map ſeg the infinite wor th and exc ellen 
del, Chriſt. prize bim a the only Fapiprs 
fü ee vel lip oral theſe glorious ace 
ele na ſent aun I che Father, axd 
een {<1ver.to be aned iy bin in bis 
e, n agen bit vm Terms, 
7220 Nat Concerning the application o, Be- 
os; N * | Yao 2 
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mpti * 4% Rideemigy the 1 6 | | 
_— —— having all power in Heaven & 1 | 
= art given te to hem hat h made as nen Law if 
' _\Copenantofgrice & canſeũ it to — | 
wed rothe world, wherein he promiſes perda 
un Salvation to all that ſhal ſincere iy accept: 
aud oma bim for their Saviour anil Lord Ri. | 
dtemer and t ul repenting of tbeir fins, ſha 
| reſt on be death and merits alone for life; 
„ dove him above allthi-gr, and fincorel: 
5K | 1 Goſpel. Laws and C ommanaments, 37 a 4 
t, * ev/everesn theſe duties to tbe end: And ofs [ 
E er be dal baus ſent bis holy Spirit to work [ 
Fe 8 d converſion in bis Elec', He vi . 
rerracn/y come agas:: from Heaven in the 2 \ 
"of bir Father with his mighty Angels, and, y at 
lu mighty power bal raiſe the dead. and co 4 ] 
1 
b 


vene al barb Quitk & ac ad before bu quod 4. 
wenkSeat ; and then ſuch as did truly » 
| abi of ther fins, and flarerely believe 74 
$4 Name and obeyid hu Goſpel, he 22 
Age to Erevral glory and 5 | 
"bimnſelf and bu Father and the boly 2. een 0 
bat unbelit vort and im pe nit ent e to - fo 4 
 terwaltorments in Hell with the Divil all 1 
" bis Angeli. This is an unqueſtjcnable A 
ticle of the Chriftien Faith ,expreſty 4 — 
red in the hob Scriptures, and 80 
by the Catbolick Church. — 
| 9 not notionally bat h 


1 
GE: 


Lord | it infbue. $5 hats — How Bu a by 
= 12 fe => obey Goſpel, and live in the 
| axpetiarion of the conveg of the Lord, _ 5 
ence to b fouud of bin in eas 
— and blameleſſe. I ſhal add no 
reept her Do-triaal ver ities beſides theſe fun- 
(Ri. mental Articles; They are the very ſub- 
| ul taoce of the Cnriſtian Creed imbraced by 
eren in all ages and places 
2. For thoſe Practical Duties in which 
true Cbriffi ans are agreed ( for as there 
Ive in points of Faich fundamental Articles, 
{there are in the point of practice funda- 
18 Duties.) Now theſe are either. 
) Thoſe Moral duties of the La or 
74 #4 1 Commandements, promulgated on 
Ileum Sinas, and written by the finger of 
Bod in cwo Tables of ſtone, which Chri- 
, are obliged to obſer ve as well as the 
4 le: (chough the Ceremonial Law, which 
a {was alrogerher typical and ſhadowed good _. 
with] thiogs to come, be aboliſned ) Yea , iwes8 © 
e bound to keep it in a more ſtrict aue 
10 5 & - cual manger then the Jews did inter- 
tic formerly, as appears by Chriſts 
won, Mat 5 , This contains all duties 
toward God, immediatly re qui- 
ae Table, viz: to take aud ac 
wethe God of Heaven that made us ane 
A DG andbenh, ind becing or 
955 , % Ny | our 
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dur God alone; to he and acknow2F7 
lege him, to fear, love, and truſt in him g 
Aud ſeek his glory; to give him chat exter I 
nal worſhip he requires in his Word? 
publick, private, and ſceret, as invoes 
tion of his Holy Name by prayers and 
praiſes, heat ing and reading, meditating $« 
and conferting on his Word, receiving hij 
Sacraments, ſanctitying his Sabbaths : Do- 
ing all this in an Holy reverent manner, ſo 
as Gods name may be ſanctiſyed by us Wh] 
his ordinances,” as alſo in. our ordinary 
communications and reg na, 16 W 
In 


r 


3 


likewiſe contains all Duties of rig 1 
neſs and charity towards Man, required in 
the lecond Table, viz. The Ho 


© 988 
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WA = 


as well at not injuring, of the honour and 
authority, of the life and chaftiry of ou 
- neighbour, in thought, word and deed g 
ac alſo his eſtate, good name, c. And lo 
ving him even as we love our ſelves, doing * 

66d - unto all, & c. Theſe are gener 

utics, all Chriſtians are agreed in, Mah 
Conſcience to practiſe theſe. 8; 
(2) Thoſe Evangelical Duties, or Com 
mandements of the Goſpel. For beſide 
theſe Moral Duties of the Law which t 


8 


Goſpel doth inforee alſo by renewed: ally 
more indearing arguments, there way 
2 Wy | 7 : 2 45 "7 3 1898 IJ . 
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5 Gods — — — 

d: (for che Law gives no place de Re. 
wncance, but threateas death for er 

rc by Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

rdon through his blood, and Salvati- 

eng tis meries: Fervene love to 

esd andthe Redeemer, who loved ns and 

Jow ener for us; who hath waſhed us 

ſo Ji his blovod,66 matic us Kings and Prieſts 

in to Sod and? his Father 5- - Sincete-indea- 


ary fours eo promote bis glory, upom che jiew 


16 Kiigation- of Redenſption; and lit 
0 him as his peculiur People ; being nos 
Fa eur own but His , bought with a price; 


Love to all the Saints and Members af : 


Ebriſt, and communion with them as we 

| opportunity, on ecount of that neat 
yi mon in Chriſt; Whieh ſhoud make üs 
lo» bear with ſmaller differences that do not 
1 olatthe bond of union, Whilt they hoid 


= Chriſt the head, and are of the ame 
f day," Ce. 7 n 


* Theſe are confeſſed duries al Cteiſtiand 
te agreed in, Practiſe them Conſctonably 

&] Th Apoſtle gives usthe ſum of all 4 
ws ther, Tit. 2. 11, 12 The grace of G 

5 . n briagelh Salvanid b 0 

ref Met {4 ur to oo #ngotlin, f. a 

. 2 7. to live ſoberiy, 

ne . * in this preſent vori. 
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">, ſuch gs are reſolved tu be Chriſtia u, but 
cee ſtambled ac the variety of opinions. 
nnd perſwaſions amon.fitbe prof ſſo 2 of 
hriſtianity, that they know not what to 
bdatieve ot whacto pröctife 5, That they 
would believe thoſe fuadamenta/ and Ca- 
tholick truths of the CMiſtian Religion, 
about which there is no diipute among. 
g and lex them be ſo believed, that they 
— Vl their hearts and lives; and fan- 
Kix chem : And alſo that they would 
conſeſonsbly practiſe thoſe known and 
conſeſſed duties, t hat all are agreed in, and 
theo there will be no cauſe to queſtion 
their ſal vation and eternal hap-ineflc, Bue 

ic is nſealonable to be contending violent. 
I abourdiſpurable points of Faith, and 
| externalforms and modes of worſhip and 
Jiſeipline, and ſuch like que ſtions about 
. Things not fo clearly revealed in Scriprure, | 
hot lagbraced ſo generally by all era: Chris! 
ians and Churches, nor indeed eaſe ro: 
be enmpreheoded by the weaker ſort of 
Freteors; whilſt thoſe weighty thing 
deforenam'd, are neglected and dilregareJ . 
| Sd. Luch will hargly evade che mn 
Les of Hypocrylie, being ſo like abe Phe i 
— 3 ae Anniſe aad 4 
mein, and negletedche weighty hing, 

of the LW. ig W CHAR i 
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bier Direfions in points of a Secondary 
nature, that are not ſaclearly laid down 
iv Scripture, nor unanimouſiy received 
. al Chriſtians; but are Problematical, 
. - and yet there i 4 neceſſity to be of the ons 
or other perſwafton. How to make a right 


"git. ... choice in ſuchi a Caſe, Four Rules about 


ſan⸗ . 3 Tk 5 | 
ould B. what, Are not the leaſt truths of Re- 
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tcdeers nn dei ſed queſtioaum Þ- 
as 3 .( St. — ſpeaks} JF: 
. P- 33s a che 
dot proper'y points of the 
E Catbolich raub but problematical and di 
Tputable in the Church; and yet ate ne- 
deſſitated to be ol the one or other per- 
{waſion : I come in the next place to give 
Tome ditections about them; for which 
end, obſerve theſe few Rules which will 
ze uſefull co us herein. * 
_ © 1. Humhly ſeek God by daily and fer. 
vent prayers and fupplications to make his 
mind and will known to you herein; Lean 
not to your own underſtanding and wik- 
dome, but confeſſe how weak you are, and 
full of error and darkneſſe; Beſeech him 
do take away the vail from before your 
eyes to give you underſtanding, and teach 
-you good judgment and knowledge; that 
whit you ſee not, he would teach you, 
und wherein you are otherwiſe minded, 
the would reveal the truth unte you ; Plead ff j; 
this promiſes of leading you into all truth, || | 
| hit yoaſhallbe all taught of God; that 
de will reveal his ſecrets to ſuch as feat . 
=” im, und guide the meek in the way, and Þ 4 
bad you by his Spirir. Hang upon the Lendl 
Mail fer his guidance in ſuch difficult ces 
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= and Took well to them, they arc your chat * 
ind compaſs to ſteer your courle by, try 
he all things by them, to the Law and to the 2 
ieſtimony. Take nothing on truſt from * 
men, for the beſt of men may err. I think 
there is hardly any error in Doctrine, or 
F corruption in Worſhip, but hath been 
brought into che Church by following the 
opinions and practices of ſome reputed 
godly men, more then the Scriptures 
'& whena Peter ſhall Judaixe and not walk 
qprightly , he may not only ſeduce by his 
example many ordinary Chriſtians, but a 
il. Barnabas alſo may be catry ed away from 
nd ¶ the truth by his diſſimulation, G4. i. Hold 
im I cloſe therefore to the Scriptures, thoſe in- 
ur ſallible Oracles, the word of truth, and in- 
ch I quire daily into them. 22 
Ny (3) If yet after prayer and 2 
WJ the Scriptures, we find not the minde 
God inſome opinion or practice, (becauſe 
it is but darkly laid down in Scripture, or 
I leaſt through the darkneſſe of minde in 
godly men, who cannot ſo well diſcetn it) 
at hen obſerve this farther Rule. There 
nd ire ſome general criteria, or marks Where- 
14 by we may diſcern any Doctrine or practice 
es Fes it be of God or no; wa ul 


A them laid down inthe Scriptures, and 
90 wy-chereby cry poy Doctrine or practice. 
b when 
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() Such Doctrines and wales as 


When we can not ſo clearly ſee them il 


the particulars, viz. (i) Such Doctrines 
and practices as are not repugnant to, but 
- inf correſpond with the fundamen - 
ral Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, ot 

the firſt principles, that be according to 
the propottion or Analogy of faith, Rom, 


12. 6. They be of God, receive and im- 


brace them; but if they be not conſonant 
thereunto, then reject them. (2) Such 
Doctrines and practices as tend to holineſs, 
Tit. 1. 1. Dottrines according to godli. 
cle, they are of God, for he 1sa God of 
holineſs, follow them - But ſuch as tend to 
looſeneſſe and profaneſs are to be ſhun'd as 
not of God. This mark diſcovers the evil 
af ſuch opinions as teach men to caſt of 


: - -Sabbaths, Ordinances, Scriptures, family | 
and cloſet devotions, and other libertine 
- . Principles; yet here beware on the con- 
'trary of a pretended 'holinefle above what {| 
n titten, of being righreous over much, 


jo) e and beyond the rule of the word, N 
this was the occaſton of Monkiſh or ſolita⸗- 
ry lie ing amongſt the Papiſts, of their 
pretended holy Orders, Vows, ' G 
150 amongſt others it hath cauſed Sepafa 


. 


gular Acting: 


tion, Superſtition and many other itrew 


8 
ten 
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in got to diviſion and faction , but to peace, 
$ | love, and union amongſt ſuch as fear God, 
ut thoſe are of God, and to be follawed hy 
n:. us, I Cor. 1. 10. Phil. 2. 1, 2. Eph. 3. 
of 3. 4, 5. 6. But the contrary to be ſhunned 
to | and avoided, Nom. 16. 17. | 
n. . (4) Such things as tend to edi cation, 
m · | and to further the Salvation of our ſouls, 
int | are to be received as of God, 1 Cor. 14. 
ch} 26. Rom. 14, 19. But thoſe things that 
e Miniſter Queſtious and cauſe ſtrife and 
li. contention, rather then godly edifying, are 
of | to beavoided, I Tim. 1. 4, 5- 
10 (5) Such Opinions and practices as tend 
as to the glory of God and of Jeſus Chriſt, 
vil and to the ſetting up his righteouſneſs and 
of grace, and to the humbling and debaſing | 
ily of man, and caſting him down from all | 
ine High thoughts of his own excellency and 
| abflities, they ate to be received as from 


\ 


at God; for this is the great deſign of the 


hy Soſpel, 1 Cor. 1. u, but the contrary EE 
d, 8 1 to be rejected. WEE 
1 Theſe general Criteria or Marks ar 


i be ſome guide to find out the right and ſafe 

way in ſome Doctrines and Practices 
chat you are at a loſs in, becayſe you can-—- 
evdot read them fo plainly in che word of - 
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5 . (46) | 
utmoſt you are able, to find out the mind 
of God in theſe controverted matters, 
which yet are diſputable amongſt the wiſe 
and godly, and you ſhall be neceſſi tated 
to be of the one or the other perſwaſion 
or way; Then let every one do that which 
he is fully perſwaded in his own minde to 
be beſt and moſt pleaſing to God ; nor dar · 
ing to goagainſt the dictates 
See Awe. Caſ. of his own Conſcieuce, 
—_—_ —* which God hath ſet up as 
1 ird, Sc, his Vicegerent in the Soul, 
1 420 nor ſubjecting himſelf to 
755 the judgment or Authority 
bofany other, as Lord of his Faith; I fay 
© .  Believeand imbrace that opinion, and wal 
in that practice; But yet to this. (1) Hum- 
bly with a due ſenſe of your own weakneſs 
and ignorance, not proudly cenſuring 
and contemning ſuch as differ from your 
perſwaſion, but ever ready to hear what 
Fe be offered for your conviction, eſpe- 
cially if it be from the wiſe and learned, 
and thoſe which by Gods providence are 
in place of eminency in the Church; being 
rather matter of AfiRtion to you, chen 
of exalting your ſelf that you ſhould differ 
HERES. 34 ol 
(2) Peaceably and without a}! Faction 
ang Schiſm, not making parties * 6 


22 4 


i | (47 
nind | andrenting from the Communion of thofe 
ers, | with whom you agree in the moſt weighty 
vile and neceſſary Doctrines of Salvation, and 


red ſo diſturbing the peace of the Church 


lion where you live : The evil of which can 
wich ver be repaired by a violent contention 
eto for any truth or practice not fundamental 
lar · ¶ 2nd neceſſary unto Salvation, Here the 
tes J counſel of the Apoſtle is ſeaſonable, Nom. 
©, 'f 14 If thou haſt faith, bave it to thy ſelf, and 
as [Phil. z. Whereto we have already attained, 
ul, } let 16 walk by the ſamerule, let as minde the 
to || [ame thing, &if in any thing any be otherwiſe 
ty | pminded,Ged wil reveal cuen gbis unto them. 
ay In all thoſe principal points of faith and 
IR practice, wherein is ſuch perfect harmony, 
n- it's a manifeſt duty to hold communion, 
only forbearing the ſame in theſe lefler 
g matters, wherein according to the preſen 
r apprehenſion the fin and error lyetn. 
it - (3 ) Chearfully and confidently, not 
- f troubling and perplexing your ſelves about 
ſuch a perſwaſion and practice, with fears 
& | ariſing from a ſcrupulous Conſcience, 
(which are like Stones in the ſnooc, trou- 
I 
; 


bling the Feet of him that walketh;; ) fut 
wich a comfortable perſwaſion that Gogris | 
well pleaſed with you, ſeing you do the 
wemoſt you a re able, to find out the minde 
or God in ſach a particular; nd 2 
„ j 
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_ * evencarthly Parents or Maſters, when their 


Doctrine and practice ( in thoſe thing: 
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| (48) 3 
jf you be in the right, he will accept it; 
or if through weakneſſe the re he a miſtake, 
yet he will graciouſly pardon it, and in hig 
good time reveal even this unto you. For ii 


Seryants or Children do their me 
Ene their minds, and to do their buſinels, 
ſo as to pleaſe them, will accept their in- 
deavours, and take all in good part, though 
in every punctilio they have not done what 
was expected: much more will the graci- 
ous God accept of his Children and Ser-. 
vants, that deſire to pleaſe him, and pardon 
what is amiſs in them. And indeed if not, 
no fleſh living could be ſaved: for who is 
there of the higheſt form of Chriſtians, that 
ure aſcertained, that in every particular 


- +, Confoverred among(t the godly and wilc) 
lat they be in the right ? ſeeing the belt]. 
"of met ure imperſect, and may, and do err. 
offend. Therefore go on chearfully with 
I affarance that the Lord accepts you. 
This Rule the Apoſtle fully layes down, 
Nom. 14 upon occafion of controverſies a. 
bout points not neceſſary to Salvation, 2 
+ Meats and Drinks and Dayes. He bids, let 
er be fully perſwaded in H 
mind, and act accordingly; not jud 


eondemning others, nor breaking t 
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1 e he ſhould bc accepted of God, & 
ke \ | approved of men. Thus have we a ſaſe Con- 
his guct to lead u> in the right way in matters 
cif} eircumſtantial, controvei ted amongſt pious 
eir aud wiſe Chriſt ian, in points leſs Heceſſaty 


Salvation; as well as in matters af 
| adamentat; and of abſolute neceſſity 
ins | — $7 


Il | CHAP; VII. 

Ct 4 claſer Applicatiin. of the fore going Diſ- 
er. # courſe, to the preſent State of the Charch 
Jon in England; - with particular Advice in 
ot, | reference tothe d differ int Wayes and p:0- 


) is fefſions found among ft 4, 
hat H Aving given a more generall advice 
ſurable to all eimes and conditions of 
ag the Church in all places: It will be expedi- 
le) ent next ( in behaif f choſe for whoſe be- 
elt } -nefite this diſcourſe is principally intended) 
err to apply the former directions, to the prt- 
lent ſtate of the Church hete in England, 
and thoſe many different Pc ri wa{loug aach 
5 [Reyes that are amongſt us. * 
We are a people that genre Trig: Dep 1 
A the Chriſtian Religion, Which, hath 
been ol long time crauſmitied dow q 88 
. m our Anceſtors: wherein we are dee p- 
| by Education, the Laws of ;he 
Wm aſd Ooligatipus : But it ix 
1 * Bi, - f much 


Ss 
8 * * : 
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5 _ ; ( o ; | 
much tobe Ahe Shar the Common fore | 
of Chriſtians, were better inſtructed in the 

grounds and Reaſons of the entertainment 

of this Religion (rather then of the o. 

ther three before mentioned, Heat heniſm, 

Mahometansſm, and Judaiſm, ) and that 

they might gain a clear and diſtin know. 

ledge of the great and fundamental Articles 

thereof, and be throughly grounded in 

the certainty and excellency of it; A thing 
which is much wanting in the vulgar ſert 
through their too great negligence and 
careleſneſſe about things ſpirituall : but of 
exceeding dangerous conſequence to their 

Souls, as expoſing them to profaneneſs and 

Error, if not to totall Apoſtacy. And there- 

fore this duty (though before hinted ) de- 

ſerves to be reinforced with t he ſtrongeſt 
perſwaſians, | 

But although we all be Chriſtians in pro- 
feſſion, We are ſadly crumbled into ſuch ; 
Diverſities of Sects and perſwaſions, ocea- 
ſioned much through the licentiouſneſſe of. 


War, & relaxation of Government among 


us of which occaſion Satan and our corrapę 
natures have made too great improu ment 
That is it moſt difficult for weałk and ignes 
rant perſons to find out the right auc i 
way amongſt them, and to joyn thechſeii 
unto; This temptation having led ve 
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1 5 (51) | | 
rt many into errors by -wayes & pernicious, 
he and others into A1hes/m. We ſhall there - 
ne - fore attempt to give ſome directions what 
o« couiſe to ſteer herein; what opinions and 
, ects to ſhun and avoid: and what people 
at and principales we ſpouli clofe withal. For 
w. it would greatly conduce to the peace and 
les | welfare of the Church, and to the ſafety 
in of mens ſouls, to be duly informed, bat 
ng (hriftians (or Societyes of Chriſtiant) they 
ort be, with whom communion may be held, and 
nd h far; as alſo who they be that are utter- 
of / io be avoided : it being ulual with the 
eit Þ vulgar ſort of Chriſtians, who ſometimes 
nd F abound in zeal, but are much wanting in 
re- F. knowledge, to cloſe with the moſt perni- 
de- eious Principales and Wayes, where any 
ſt © Rronger temprations infinuate'them(elves; 
then with thoſe that are far more ſound and 
Orthodox, ifthey have taken up aprejudice 
againſt chem, and ſo have the faith of Chriſt 
& with relpect of perfoys. We ſhall therefore 
of lake a Survey of the different peiſwaſions 
g wayes amongſt us which mav be branch- 
EF ed into theſe two. 1. The Way & profe hon 
atzShich is pablickly owned by Authority. 
bath the Law of the Land for its San- 
pn, 3. Thoſe Perſwaſions, or Wayes, 
Fare taken up by private perſons con- 
the Law of the Nation. 
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Frtbe Licker ( $46 2 there me 
They are, as exceeding many, io of a very 
different nature; ſome retaining the Funds. 
mental principles and Duties of Chriſtis. 
nity, nece ſſary unto Salvat ion, and differing 
only in leſſer matters, controverted in the 


Church of Chriſt: others that overthrow 1 


the very Foundation it ſelf. 


Thoſe that overthrow the Foundatiom | 


of Chriſtianity, and differ about points nee 
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ceſſary unto Salvation, are too many. 


In which rank we ſhall place the Papifi 


firſt of all, becauſe moſt conſiderable, and 
above all others moſt formidable. Its true 
indeed, There hath been in the PopiſhF 


| Church, all along to this day, continued 


ſuch a Syſtem of ſaving Truths ( which 
God hath of his great mercy preſerved iu 
the greateſt Anti Chriſtian Apoſtacy ) as be: 
ing truly believed and obeyed (other Soul: q 
deſtroying errouts in the mean time,either} 
not. known or not cordially imbraced,} 1 
might be effectuall to the Salvation of many | 


thartived and dyed within that Church: BA 
yer Popery it ſelf, underſtanding theref 
that Religion which conſiſts of ſo m nan 
neu Krticies of Faith ( utterly. unknaw 
to the old Church of oe in its pnrit bo 
nos ratiſyed in the Council 

bs TI roberecieved Ken 98 
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bein of Anerhema ) which plainly over- 
throw many ofthe great Atticles of the 
cubolick Faith; as alſo of ſuch groſſe I- 
i2-J golatries and Superſtitious Fopperies e 
ing This, 1 ſay, is ſuch a Religion, that none 
the that love their Salvation ſhould cloſe with, 
| This Babylon we ſhold have no communien 
with, leſt we communicate in her Plagues. 
I As faith the voice from Heaven, Revel. 18 
A Come out of her my people, that ye be not 
| partakers of ler fins, and that ye receive not 
iber plaguet. The grounds of our with- 
drawing from that Religion, are 1. Their 
many dangerous errors in matters of Faith, 
-pyerthrowing directly the very Founda · 
ons of Chriſtiantie. To infiance in ſome 
"Their Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, over. 
in threweth the truth of Chriſts humane Na- 
ture; Their proper Sacrifice, his only Sacri- | 
ice for ſin offered once for ally Their Doc- 
trine of merits plainly deſtroyeth the me- 


d. ins of Jeſus Chriſt : The multitude of Me- 
an diators amongſt them, deny That only Me- 


Bu diator betwixr God and man, the man Je- 
briſt; i Tim. 2. 5. Their Sacrificiuög 
eeſts overth; ow Chriſts Prieſtiy office, 
Peir viliſying che Scriptures, aud ſetting 
their unwritten. Traditions to he teceſ-—- 
Awith equall reverance with themes 
8 4 122 ; ee, 
brows Chriſts Prophe ticall Offres 
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The Kingly Office of Chriſt, is overthrow - 
buy the Popes uſurpations, diſpenſing with} 
the Laws of God, and ſetting up other Law} 
of his own devifing, and Lording it over} 
the Conſciences of Men. The great Artick 
of Remiſſion of fins; and free Juſtification, 
through the grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt, 
is overthrown by their Pardons, Tndul- 
gences and Decttine of merit, and humane 
Sat isfact ions. 2. Their abominable Idol 
tries in point of Worſhip, as Angel- wor. 
ſhip, Saint-worſhip, Relique-worthip, I-. 


mage - worſhip, Cc. 3 Their prophane 
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Sacriledge, robbing the people of the bread || £ 
of life, the holy Scriptures : the Cup in the 
Lords Supper ; Nay almoſt, of the whole 1 
Worſhip of God, cauſing it to be performed \ 
in a Language the Vulgar underſtand not. 
4. Their cruelty and blood ſhed, wherein u 
Rome Papal exceeds Rome Ethnicall. 5. f 
Their Spiritual Tyranny in exacting blind 
obedience in matters of Faith, as the Phi. B{ 
Aim pulled out the eyes of Sampſon, and l 
led him whither they would: In burden- Jn 
ing Chriſtians with innumerable Ceremo- IA 
nies and Superſtitions, deſtroying the ſub» 
Nance of Religion, 6. Their proud uſurpa- 
tions over Kings and Princes. 7. The No 
torious Schiſm they are guilty of, (worfen 
then chat of the Nowarions and Do natiſt. obj 
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ac whereby they not only caſt off tlie 
F Reformed Churches; but the Aaſcovite., 
ind Grecians in Europe, The &Egyprian and 
„er | Ethiopian Churches in A fr ic, & all theſe 
> great companies of ( hriſtsans ſcatter'd all 
on, over Aa (ven from (on ſtantineple to the 
it, Zaſt Indies; Becauſe they are not the Popes 
ul · ¶ ſudj acts, they wil not account themChriſts; 
ane for they declare, de termine and pronounce, 
a: ¶ its of abſolute nece ſſity unto Salvation, for 
pr · | every humane Creature to be ſubje to tha 
I Pope of Rome. 8. Add hereunto, their un- 

aft rable wickedneſſe, overſpreading that 
Church, and x heir allowance thereof by gi- 
Jeing Licences to uncleanneſs, Sodemy, pro- 
he Ricutiog pardons for mony, diſpenſations 
with Gods Laws, &c. In all which the 


Kiſs Church is incorrigible, pretending '  - 
ein unerring Intallibilitie, and the Pope hin- 

5. | ſelf wil be ſupreme Judge alone in all theſe 
nd } Caſes. For theſe and the like grounds 
{which cannot all be here enumerated) 
Jt neceſſary for all good Chriſtians to be- 
ware of Popery, and have no Peace with 
Ae, till Che return to her antient Primitive 
b; puritie. 25 


Da- EINE — | 
Io Others there are alſo that err in Bunda- 
iſe: me tal points and neceſſary unto ſalvation, 
oe Anti- tri vitari ans, Anti: Scripturi fi, Ari. 
1 1 g | | | and, 
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| ans, Hoc inia us, &c, The laſt of which Sta 
is eſteemed by the learned, the very Sink! 
into which all Herefies of former and lat 
ter times have emptied themſelves, and di. 
rectly leades men to Mahometamſm, Fudd. | 

s/m, or Atheiſm, Theſe deny the Doctrim 

of the Trinity (a fundamental Point, and 
neceſſary to Salvation) and the Deity d 
Jeſus Chriſt, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Re. f 
ject the Satisfaction of Chriſt, and main; 
rain Juſtification by works; Refuſe ſuch ; 
Articles of the Faith, as they canno t com 3 
prehend with their Re: ſon, & c. Theſe Secs {: 
as almoſt all Churches (former and latter). 
and Divines in the ir Syncretiſuss, have banks b 
ſhed out of the Lines of Chriſtian Commu; f 
nicat ion: ſo it becomes all perſons to avoid 
them as peſts, and enemies of Chriſtianity ſy 
and to have no followſhip with them. T 

* ſhal inſtance only in oneSeR more. of ſuch 

as err in Fundamental points; who in ra 
ſpect of their want of learning and outs; 
ward accompliſhments, are contemptibic 

yet in reſpect of their number and the 
-fingular obſtinancy in their way, weren 
they amuſe the Vulgar, are not to be paſſi 
by vir. The Quakers, although Quake” 
riſm cannot properly be called a Set 
-.Chriſtiavs, but rather it's a totail g̊ poſtai 
from Chriſtianityzfor except ing it 1 1 
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a h. Fas in their Monthy, _ 
CJ they ſcarce retain any Article of the Chri- 
IT ftian Faith. The light in all men they extoll, 
as the only ſufficient rule to walk by, co the 
4% parent ſlighting of the Scriptures and 
. achags o that if the Queſtion be as» 
ay ked, what advantage hath the Cbriſtian a- 
Above the naked Indian? We cannot an- 
Ne. ſwer as the A poſtle, Nom. 3. 2. CAlnch e- 
UPI very way ? chie fly, becauſe unto them 5s 
uch commirted the Oracles ef God. The Doctrine 
MJ the Trinity they openly deny; The Per- 
*Uſfon of Jeſus Chriſt, as to his humane Na- 
ture, with all his Offices aſſigned to him 
antJby bis Father, they utterly reject, (though 
muthis is an Arcanum that is kept hid from 
Gul tbeir Novices.) They call not upon God in 
uy the Name and Mediation of Jetus Chriſt ; 
5 Irhey truſt not in his death for pardon ang 
Salvation, but in a pretended finleſs perfe= 
* tion; they deny any neceſſiy of the Spe: 
e eiel grace of the Spirit: e dt cue 
baſe , Converſion and keene e 
M I$anRification, ſaying, Eil theſe Errouis. ( fot 
be Light within them many underſtand nos. 

"Fs ſuchcienc hereunto, what they. hold) Buy 
a ad ſeo at them that mention what] finde 
ay for wore; bidding tea Pamphlet 7 
tem heed that = er 
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bath and Sacraments, and afl inſtitui 
Worſhip they caſt off; the great DoAringlſs 
of the Reſurre&ion, Laſt Judgement, Ha 
ven and Hell they turn into Allegories, & 
Theſe, and other things conſidered, irapy* 
peacs that they plainly overthrow the fourſ® 
dations of Chriſtianity, & therefore Chriſti? 
ans can have no Communion wich that way® 
Thus where differences are in Poinnf** 
deſtructive tothe Foundations of Religion! 
and againſt the Eſſentials of Faith, wo. thigh? 
and obedience : There can be no clofu® 
and agreement, but a total withdrawiogſ® 
is neceſſary fo far as civil Relations auf, 
Ciices will permit. * 
Me come next to conſider theſe otheff® 
-* -: Perfwaſions and parties among us, that (iso 
© = Precing in all the neceſſary points of Salvi 
tion, yet) differ in things that be leſs nel! 
ceſſary; though ſome be of greater, a b 
ſome of leſs moment then others Theſe dik 10 
ſerences be either in Points of Doctrine, 
or n matters of Worfhip and Diſciplined?" 
In Poi ts o Doctrine we have Arminiany”” 
Antinomians, &c. In matters of Wo1 high,” 
and Diſcipline, we have An«baprifts( i meat; 
ſuch as be found in. the main DoRrines qq 
Faith, but err only in the point of Bapeiſm 
: Independents, Prerbyterians, &, No AI 
pPout theſe differing wayes, Take thete br * 5 


nes... 65) 5 
. FD ections ſutable (G thoſe: generall Rules 
1: belore lay'd down. | | 
„. Account them all as Chriſtians, if they 
e ſerious in the matters of Religion, and 
A cbeir lives anſwerable ; let not any evil re- 
fili rreſentat ions of their opinions or wayes, or 
nl odious and inv idious conſequences drawn 
tom their Principles, but diſowned 


ind 8 

ion 13 ſo ſar alienate your hearts from 

ni rbem, as not to account them Chriftians e 
un Brethren; ſeeing they retain the Fund- 


ine mentals of Chriſtianity and hold the head 
Cbriſt, though they build on the precious 
oundation, Wood, Hay, Stubble. Who is 
hela all things free from Errour? What Church 
42 or perſon upon Earth? __ i 

al. 2: Have the greateſt reſpect, and the moſt 

nel intimate friendſhip for thoſe in whole Prin- 
&ciples is greateſt purity, that come nigheſt 
dlltbe rule, and who moſt follow afer peace & 

ine lholineſſe, and lay out themſelves more to 

ine Promote the greateſt truths of the Goſpel, 
land the power of Godlineſſe, then their pri- 
Qigfyate perſwaſions: But as for them who with 
che Wilde fire of their Zeal, will ſet the 
«5 burch ona flame, and are more for making 
u oſelytes for their own way, then for feek= - 
was the welfare of the Church, and the edi- 
Wh ton and Salvation of ſouls,avoid them. 


mY 


L God caſt * lot into thele Places 


ö 


E 


* 


of Countreys, where thoſe Profe ſſionz of 5 
Ways are {ct up; & you cannot enjoys 2 
way of ſerving God, that you appro 
moſt purc;1ts an unque t inable duty raboldfs ; 
. Communion there an France & Hollend wit 1 
the Presbyterians, in Germany with the la, 
#heraxs;& in other Countreys with thoſeo ; 
ther perſwaſiõ before named: provided t 
condition of thy communion be not to gi: 
thy aliowanee to any thing that is evil, b 
in that particular thou mayeſt be forboml 
Communlon with ſuch Churches wherd.. 
maay corruptions and abuſes are, (if th: 
foundations of faith, and eſſentials of wor: 
hip be preſerved) ought to be maintained be 
with a due care to keep our ſelves only fron 
the fins of ſuch a Church, elſe the Apoſtiqh 
would have enjoyned ſeparation from the 
Oburch of Coriurb for the corrupciong| | 
tound there; and the Novatians, Donatiſtsf 
and others in the antient Church were ung, 
juſtly taxed. for withdrawing - from hefe 
Communion for laxneſs of Diſcipline, or qc. 
ther corruptions which they apprebendedl 
to be therein. This duty our Church af Engl, 
land hath taught by her own practi, 
who hath ever owned the reformed church 
es beyond Sea for Siſter- Churches, & give 
them the right hand of Fellow ſhip;thoĩ) 
differing from her in ſome matters of an iii 
fexiout nature. HAN 


« 


al CHAP. VIII. 


Min the great controverſies of Com” 
Joic union with, or Separation from the 


brech of England & diſcuſſed. ei view 
7 


Li what is therein praiſe· worthy, and what 
eo & diſaloWwable in the judgment of thoſe 
the that ſeruple (Communion. Directions ſuted 
gin thereunto. | 
Sy E have ſpoken of thoſe different 
x wayes and perſwalions found a- 
Honeſt private perſons without, and a- 
* inſ the owning and approbation of Au- 
'Offhority, and given advice in reference to 
Mee : We are next to conſider of that pro- 
oneſſon publickly ſet up by Authority, and 
oſt That hath the civil Sanction cf the Laws of 
t "This Land. ' 
one No ſober perfon can gainſay, But this 
iltagheſerves a moſt ſerious and im partial cou- 
deration; partly in reſpect of that Duty 


La] 


he 
f 


beef” 


ve owe to thoſe in Authority, to whom 
od hath committed the care of Religi- 


een, and the ſertling of it in their Dominions, 
uach a way as they think moſt agreeable 
o the Rule of the Word, and hath injoyn- 

389 ns obedience to them in the Bord; 
"e partly in reſpect of our own: welfare, who 
der cic ſoffer the dual of the Laws, and 
A need to fee to it, if we obey, that we 
os es EE E . do 


» 8 
3 


eso it with a good Conſcience, and ii why 
.. ſuffer, that we ſuffer for the Iruth, and not 
as evil doers ; And partly in reſpeR oftheſ i 
peace and welfare of the Church, that wel 3 
do not groundieſly make a Rent therein, 
and thereby (as much asin us lycth )tafſs 
procure the ruine thereof, for all Diviſionfſ: 
tends ro Deſtruction, 15 
It would therefore ſeriouſly be inquiredg g 
Whether it be a duty for Chriſtians to hold 
Communion with the Church of Englendfy 
according to its preſent ſtate and adminiF 
ſtrations? or, Whether Separation from its 
is warrantable and neceſſary, and how far Y« 
For the Reſolving of which Queſtion,we 
ſhal take an Account of thoſe things that 
arc commendable in the ſaid Church in theſe 
judgment of thoſe that ſcruple Communi-· Ie 
on with her; and alſo of what things they 4 
diſallow and diſlike in her: And then caſt} 
up, Whether it will warrant ſe par ation, or 
how far, according to the ſame Rules ol 4 
Concord we have proceeded upon, with e 
thoſe of the other Profeſſions before named t 
And firſt, it will not be-denyed by all 
Diſſenters ( that have underſtandiog and © 
ſobriety in them) But that here is to be 
found (I.) A clear profeſſion of all thoſeſ t 
Fundamental points of Faith, which are! 
gecouated among ſt Chriſtians. neceſſary 
| unt 


well gito Salvation; yea luch a poor Confe ſſion 
not oforher points of a Secondary, and more 
the inferiour Nature, as that there's ſcatce 
we any other Church in the World, that God 
ein, hath bleſſed with a greater purity in point 
2 ta of Doctrine then the — of England. 
lion (2.) Here alſo is the Chriſtian 
bub imbraced with much — 
red, greater honour then in many o- place of 
id ther Reformed Churches; the Prayer, 
land publick Ordinences of preaching Tart 2. 
ini Prayer, Sacraments, adminiltred, and all the 
2 it Subſtantials of Worſnip owned vie. That 
ar FGod only is to be Worſhipped & no Crea- 
wel tures, Saints, or angels; That he is to be 
that Worſhipped only in and through Chriſt as 
theſ our only Mediator and Advocate; that he ig 
ini. co be Worſhipped in Spirit & truth, & to be 
FT Sancifyed of them that come near unto him 
rally (z) As for Fundamental Duties and 
or Points of Practice, here is a Profeſſion of 
of f Faith in Jeſas Chriſt alone, for Salvationg 
ich of Repentancefrom dead works, and love 
ed] to Jeſus Chrift, and to all that are his; and 
all] obedience tothe Moral Law of the Ten 
nat Commandements. Here is a prof fied Re- 
bel nuntĩat ion of the Devil. the World, and 


rel Laſts. All the ce call for an ingenuous and 
| YI Fans id acknowledgment. How would our 
1: | ; fote⸗ 


ole che fleſh, with all their ſinſul works ank 
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a Ce) ks 
Heater that lived. in former times of 
.* Popery, have re joyced to have ſecn ſuck'Þ}. 
thing in Englanaꝰ We ſhould bleiſe God 
" thathath vouchaſed ſuch a mercy to us; 
Honour our Defender of th: Faith, under 
whoſe protection this Prot- ſſion is made; 
and ſhew more Reverence to the Chur | 
then many do, who will pettiſhly ſlight ali 
this becauſe hey have not all they: would 
Ave. :3:ti +; | 
| Secondly, we are nextto conf der cho A 
things that are diſliked \ by ſuch as ſcruple 
Communion ; which are eſpecially redu- 
eible to three Heads. 01 Government and 
Diſcipline, which though it. be various in 
the Reformed Churches, yet notwirhſtand- 
ing they hold. mutual Communion with 
each other, as Siſter - Churches; and many 
particular wiſe and godly Members of thoſe 
hes hold Communion in the Ordi-, 


-nances of God adminiſtred in the Churches 


of different wayes, occaſionally when they . 
refide amongſt them. ..; / | | 
: (a,) Forms of Prayers and Ceremonies, | 
concernipg which ſome diſallow all (er and. 
poſed forms whatſoever ; others only, 5 
Kae the form by law eſtabliſhed,accounts. I 
ing it inconvenient, diſorderly and defective. i 


and rejecting the Ceremonies :: yet wiſe | 


and ſober perſons generally (Non-Con- 
formilts | 


fi] formiſts as well as Contormiſts)reckan ex- 
(i ternal forms and modes of Divine Servick, 
od x not of'the Eflentials of Worihip; but ad- 
$:4 ja:Rs thercanto belorging, ee. 
ler Py G. The Eſſence of Pray- . 5 
er lies in lifcing up true de- Preſton dauy 
res to God in. the name of Exerciſe, 
Enriſt, for things agreead'ero his will, in 
de elevation of the heart or mind to God. 
gc. Words are but the out ward clothing 
ef thele de ſires ana holy aflections, or the 
Chariot wherein they mount up to Hea- 
- ven. And for the Ceremonies uſed in 
nd England, they are utterly denied to be 
in any parts of Worſhip, and declares only . 
d- I circumſtantial appendants thereunto ( ſee} 
th the Preface to the Common Prayer, and 
", Canons, Ge. | 
ef (3. ) Corruption in manners, and that 
li both in People and in Miniſters, which 
es when found in the latter, makes the oflence 
ey far greater, as when the Sons of Ei were 
wicked, they made the off rings ot the 
„Lord to be abhorred. Thele things pre- 
miſed. We ſhall now offer out advice in 
this great Controverſie, ard annex ſuch 
Keaſons thereto, as ſhall ev idenee it both 
e and profitable; We lay it down in 
ile three particulars, 4 
1. To beware ofa Total withdrawing 
V INT from 


from the publick — in the Church 
ot England, and the worſhip of God there- 
in (wnilſt the Fundamentals of Faith, aud 
eſſentials of Worſhip are therein maintai- 
ned) b caule you apprehend therein ſome 
corruptious, deteRts, additions, or errors 
which are circumſtantial. | | 
This advice though it might be urged }j 
with manifold arguments, yet che Brevity | ; 
Iintend in this Diſcourſe, requires me to 
give but a few. bs 
( 1. ) If you will make the Scripture | 
your Rule herein, you may fee ſo clear a 
Beam of Light(all along through the ſame) 
witneſſing hereunto, That it is a wonder 
any ſhould be found to Queſtion this duty. 
Conſider the Prophets and people ot God 
in the time of the Old Teſtament, did they 
ſeparate from the true Worſhip of God in 
the Fewiſß Church (or teach any to do it) 
when there were very great defect. & cor - 
ruptions therein? There was at ſome times 
a defe&-of ſome Solemn Ordinances for a 
long time together, as Circumciſion, the 
Paſteover, &c. Some Monuments of Ido- 
latry remaining amongſt them, and the 
people (many of them) defiled there- 
with; Very great corrupt ions of manners, 
not only in the People. but in the Prieſts, as 
ia Elis Sons, c. Yet whillt the true 
: Worſhi N 1 
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Worſhip of God was continued amongſt _ 
them, there's neither precept or practice 
to be found of total withdrawing there · 
from. indeed the godly Levites & People 
did withdraw from the Idolatrous Wor- 
| ſhip of Jereboams Calves, leaving their 
dwellings and going to eruſalem 2 Chro. 
11.14. 16. but no mention is made of with. 
y drawing from the true Worſhip of God 
o for ſuch cauſes as were before named. 
| About the ti me of our Saviour Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, the State of that Church 
Vas greatly corrupted (by many degrees 
more then any ſober perion can judge the 
preſent Church in this Nation now to be) 
The Interpreters of the Law had taken a+ 
way the Key of knowledge, and that little 
knowledge that remained, was miſerabl 
coriupteqd, not only with the Leaven of th 
Phariſees, but with the damnable Hereſie 
of the Sadduceerz The Worſhip of God 
much prophaned and the Temple polluted 
and made a Den of Theeves ; A multitude 
ok Superſticious Ceremonies introduced 
that were a burden too heavy tobear; The _ 
power of godline(s ſubverted. whilſt ſmalt- - ! 
things were exactly minded, the weighty 
F things of the Law as Judgment and the 
= Hove of God were neglected:a general over 
= preading of lin, not only amongſt the Vul- 
W ve gar, 


as” . * ä 
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their Miniſtration and cailing, as well as 


in their Lives, &. Vet did not the Gods + 


ly withdraw from the Communion of that 
Church for the tame, We read that Si- 
' meon, Anna, and Others continued in the 
Temple Worſhipping God daily; Holy 
' Zachary forſook not his Prieſtly Office, but 
- Miniſtred in his courſe in the 1emplez and 
Chriſt himſelf was circumciſed, and pre- 
ſehn ed to the Lord in the Temple with the 
rx accuitomed Sacrihces offer'd for him, ac- 
| cording to the Law of Aoſer; he kept the 

paſſeover, and other Fealts of that Church. 
was frequently inthe Temple, and in the 
.  Synagoguzs with his Diſciples,allowed of 
the hearing of thoſe that ſate in Adoſes's 
Chair (only gives caution againſt their 
Erxrours and bad iives) ſent divers to the 
Prieſts to Offer their accuſtomed Off rings, 
required in the Law ; Nor did he inthe 
dayes of his fleſh wholly ſorſake the Com- 
munĩon of that Church; nor his Diſciples 


after him, untill the Jews did contradick 


and blaſpheme the Truth, obſtinately refuſe 


ro owne the Lord Jeſus for the Chriſt, and 
perlecute to death the Profcſſors of the 


Name of Chriſt. 


In the Churches of Corint h, Galatia, & c. ; | | 
We read of great and dangerous Errors in 


VVV 
R gar,but the Pricſts themſelves, and that in LS 
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Faith, grievous pollutions in Worſhip, & 


fad miſcarriages in Manners ; yet conceru- 
ing withdrawing from theſe Churches, we 
find not a word; but many re prehenſions 
of their Schiſms and Diviſions, In the 
Churches of 4/1, there were ſeveral things 
they were blamed for, as well as ſome 
things commended in them: But no hints 
of Separation from thoſe Churches, for 
thoſe evils found in them. So that the 
Scriptures give no countenance to total 
' withdrawing from ſuch Churches, where 
many corruptions are, whull the eſſentials 
of Religion are preſer ved 

Some Scriptures i deed are very imper- 
tinently alled ged tor this practice (which 
may be clcared from the undeceiving of the 
weak in a few words) ſuch as 2 Cor.6 14, 
15,16, 17. Which ſpeaks of ſeparation 
from lufidels and Idolaters in their Ido- 
latr ies. and ungodly tellowſkips, not of 
withdrawing trom Chriſtian' Aſſemblies, 
in the true Worſhip of God. So alſo 1 (or. 
5. Tt. and 2 Theſſ, 3. 6, 14. Which Serip- 
tures ſhew ita duty to withdraw from 
private perſons living in notorious, ſcan- 
dalous 118, for ſhaming the offendots, and 
preſerving the Churches; but ſpeak not 
a word of withdrawing from the true 
Worſhip of God in the publick um 
1 es 


of Ss, 


© — a 


. | 
blies of the Church, becauſe of controvers 


fal practiſes (y ea, for ſome real evils theres 


in) for this will tend to the deſttuction of 
the Church. which is contrary to the end 
of all Chureh- cenſures being for Edificati- 
on, not for de ſtniction, 2 Cor 10. 8. 


As for that Scripture, Revel 18.3. Com. | 


out of Babylon c. It may warf ant a withs 


drawing from the Idolatrous W orſhip of 


ome, ard the Abominations of Popery 
tion which (we before ſhewed) it's the 
duty of every good Chriſtian, that loves 
his Salvation, to de part: but it's gre fly abuſ- 
ed when it's made ro plead for Separation 
from any of the reformed Chur ches, where 
(through the mircy of God) the Funda- 
mentals of Faith, and eſſentials of Wor- 


: ſhip are maintained; ſo that wie ſee the ſerip- 


tures Will not warrant ſuch Separat ion. 


(2.) Or if you will Reverence the ge- 


neral ſuffrage of the Chriſtian Church, and 
of the moſt eminent Saints and Martyrs li- 
ving therein, ever ſince Chriſts time to us 
( which ſurely however ſome ſlight, yet 
there's no ſmal weight in it, elſe the Apoſtle 


would not plead, 1 Cor. 11.16. We have 


no ſuch cuſtom nor the Churches of Chriſt) 
The moſt eminent Servants of Chriſt in 


in all Ages have conſtantly held and pra- 


|; Riſcd Communion With thoſe Churches 
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where they lived, although very often; = 
there were far greater cotruptions therein, 
then can be tound this day amongſt us, (as 
thoſe that are acquainted with Antiquity 
know well ) and have ever blamed thoſe 
that have left tie Churches Communion 
for ſuch cauſes as were above named, wit- 
neſs the Cenſures paſt againſt the Novarie 
ans, D. natiſts, Audæans, &C, 

As for our Separation from Rome, our 
Proteſtant Divines plead the Fundamental 
errr found therein, and groſs Idolatries 


_ ( which they muſt neceſlarily communis 


cate in, it they withdraw not) perſecuti- 


on. &c, and not lefler matters. Did wot - 


thoſe hinder ? they profeſs a readineſſe to 


communicate with her; and that they de- 


part from her no further, then ſhe departs 


from Chriſt. ö 


(3.) Will you regard the judgment of 
the moſt eminent Divines ( of almoſt all 
perſwaſions amongſt Proteſtants) that have 
lived in this and the former Age, ¶ ſpeaking 


expre ſly concerning Communion with the 
Church of England.] Ihen know, 1. That 


all forraign Divines of other Reformed 


Churches have approved of Communion 


with her, and been ready on all occaſions 


| 10 ct the ir fulleſt Teſtimony of their dif- 
Jike 


of a igid Separation from her. 2. All 
| ; {ares 


8 „„ͤNCö“ 120 RC 
former Non-Conformiſts (who did diſſem 
i1 ſome ſmaller matters of Cere monie | © 
ec. ac ſiring a forbearance as to their pra? 
ctice in choſe things, yet) have fully decla, 
red again it Separation from the Church of 
England, witneſs the writings ot very 
many of them ( worthy a ſerious perulal * 
at this day,) viz. Cartwri; ht, Hilder ſham, | 
Bradſhaw Bayne Bal, many Others, and . 
witneſs their practice formerly, and at this 
day. 3. Independents, See Ape, Narrati. 
on of the five diſſenting Brethren, page 5, 
6. Who fully teſtify againſt the practice 
of the Browniſts, or rigid Separatiſts, 
Whole fatal miſcarriages and Shipwrack, 
they call Landmarks to fore warn of thoſe 
Rocks and Shelves they ran upon. And 
declare their ſincere profeſſion to God 
*6and the World that all that conſciouſneſs 
*of the de filements they conceived to 
c cleave to the true Worſhip of God in the 
*Congregations of England, or of the 
*nwarranted power in Church-gover- 
*nours exerciſed therein, did never work 
in them any other thought, much leis o- 
*pinion, but that Multitudes of the Pa- 
Erochial Congregations were the true 


„Churches of Chriſt, and the Miviſtry # to 


*thereof a true Miniſtry, much leſs did} 4 
Ur ever enter into then hearts, to judge Wi 
; „them 


» | *them Anti-Chriſtian, for fo (they ſay). 
L they could not but ſee they ſhould alſo - 
+} # condemn the Churches of Scomand, Hol- 
lud, &c. as no Churches, which to ima- 
I pine was an horrour to their thoughts , 
«Yea, that they always profeſſed, and in 
u thoſe times when the Churches of Eng- 
« [and were the moſt,cither actually over- 
a ſpread withdefilements, or in the grea- 
teſt danger thereof, and when them- 
«ſelves had no hopes of ever viſiting this 
Land in peace; that they would hold a 
Communion with them as the Churches 
&© of Chriſt, And yet they add further. 
{ Beſides this profeſſion, as a real Teſtimo- 
© ny, ſome of them, after they were actu · 
® ally in the Congregational way did Bap- 
"*tize their Children in the Pariſhional 
« Congregations ; and occafionally admit- 
a ted to the Lords Supper in their Chur- 
ches, ſome viſiting them in their Exile, 
| © upon that relation fellowſhip and Com- 
1 * memberſhip they held in the Pariſh 
Churches io England, 

. It may be ſome will ſay, t hey have more 
ght now. then choſe eminent Divines had 


in former times: But they bewray herein 
do great ignorance and arrogance this 


9. point having been far more diſſenſed in 
| former , then in theſe preſeut times ; in 
1 F which 


which the prejudice of moſt is ſueb, Me 


n 4 2 
have ſcarce conſidered what hath ben Cl 
againſt their opinions. [e 

th 


(4. ) If you withdraw totally upon this 
'Account, you ſhould then ſeparate from 
all the Churches, that now are or ever w. 

'$ Have been in the World 3 for hat Chut⸗ W. 
ches are ſo pure but they have ſome de- thi 
fects, errors or eorruptions? For the Pri- no 
mitive Church, even 1260 years agone it 
and upwards, there were as great corrup. Þ th 
tions in it, as any you-canfiade here, and} co: 
greater alſo. For the Churches of your]. 
own perſwaſion, do you think them alto - I ſti 
gether perfect? Wiſe and underſtanding ] di 
men are able to finde ſome things amiſs; 
yea ſome of your ſelves have acknowledge 
ed all things are not according te their de · 
fice : fo as if you will bear with nothing 
but reject all parts of Communion, becaule f] F 
you cannot cloſe in fome things, you muſk} an 
feparate from them too, and ſo turn Seek: 
ers, or become Hermites or Anchorites ga 
and live alone; and at length ſeparate from 
yourſelves alſo, becauſe ſome things will der 
appear blame-worthy in you alſo; whithei def 
Will this lead you ? oft 


(5. ) Have you no more love to, d 
care of the publick ſolemm Worſhip ofite 
God, then to caſt off all publick Ocdinan«Ypt 


ces, . 
Ss 4'T 8 
* 

* . 
es OI 
* « 


renn, 
8 1 Hecauſe you 1111 ſome things in the 
Churches, where they are adminiſtred 
It's the greateſt glory God hath in all 
the World to be ſolemaly Worſhipped in 
the publick- aſſemblies : But if all ſhould 
withdraw from them for ſuch offence, 
what publick worſhip ſhould God have in 
this Nation? ſeeing other pertwaſions ate 
not permitted to meet; nay, where would 
it be found in the whole World? ſeeing 
there's no Church on Earth,buthath ſome 
gorruptions. - + - 
(6. Let it be conſidered how unchri- 
ſtian it is, to depart trom the ſolemn Or- 
dinances of Gods.worſhip in thoſe Chur- 
ches where the preſence of Chriſt is yet 
continued in them; have you any warrant 
to leave them, before Chriſt leave them? 
when God was greatly provoked by. the 
Fews/b Church, ſo as he was about to re- 
$ move from his Sanctuary, and ſtood at the 
«| Threſhold ready to leave them, we finde 
ny godly ones miourning ſor the abomi- 
ions of the times, but none haſtening to 
Lepart from that Church before the Lord 
eparted. Now can you deny the profence 
elthe Lord in the Aſſemblies of the Church 
pf England, wherein (as before was ſhew= 
ai) the eſſentials of Faith and Wor chip be 
Peeſerved ? if God ſhould be as unmerci= 
. full 
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ful as man is uncharitable, then wo to all 
the Churches of Chriſt throgh the World, 
nay, wo to yourſelves. Bur i queſtion not 
but there are thouſands can ſeal to the pres. 
ſence of Chriſt in the ' Congregations of 
England at this day, as well as in for. 
mer times, wherein the ſaqe Corrupt iem 
(at which ſo much off-nce is taken now) 
were uuged to plead for a ſeparation then, 
Let ſuch as cry out fo much of Popery in o. 
thers, beware of that miſerable Popiſh er 
ror, they reſtrain the Church and the pri- 
viledges thereof (the preſence of Chriſt 
and Salvation, &c.) to their own Sea 
and party; and in the mean time caſting off. 
the far greater part of the Catholic 
Church that maintain all the Eſſentials of 
Faith and Worſhip. | 
(.) {might enumerate the many great 
miſchicfs that follow upon ſuch un warran- 
table Separation. It plain'y tends to the 
diſhonor of Chriſt, and the reproach off & 
the Chriſtian Religion; ſo the hinderanaf 
of the ſucceſs of the Goſpel and the Salvs}- 
tion of Souls; Tooverthrow the Worlkypſ: 
of God, and to oven a Gap to Aibeiſa an 
prophaneſs, to Herefie and Pepery, &c. yeni 
te the utter ruine of the Chriſtian Church 
„„ | f 
: Bur it may ſeem needlefs ro ſpend moi 
| | word, 
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words in ſo cleara cafe : nor ſhould I 
have ſaii thus much, had not I been com- 
pclled thereto by the uncatholick ( nay, I 
confidently call it unchriſtian) bug 
many well meaning people, through their 
too great prejudice in other Temptations, 
who do totally withdraw themſelves from 
the publick Congregations in England and 
the true Worſhip of God therein. 
2. Having given my advice to hold 
Communion with the Churches of Exg- 
land in the True Worſhip of God, not- 
withſtanding the corruptions ſuppoſed to 
be therein. I do next adviſe, on the o- 
ther hand, not to communicate with her 
(nor with any Church in the World) in a- 
ny evils but if any thing proſeſſed or 
practiſed therein, be found really ſinſull 
(which may be ſuppoſed of any Church 
upon Earth) in that thing to wit hdra and 
have no fellowſhip in it, to keep your 
5 pure from the ſame; yea, I ſhal add 
further, if there be any thing that ſhall 
but appear ſinful to thee, (thy Conſcience, 
pl after humble and diligent ſearching of the 
Word, telling rhea, this is fin) then to fuſs. 
pend thy conſent or practice, in that pars 
i ticular, till it appear otherwiſe to thee. 
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do that act, that a truly tender Conſcience _ -- 
| F3 up 


F I would be here fo far from urging any to 


PR; 


| - apot! probable grounds may ſcruple at 
figtulg that I wouid rather perſwade ſuci 
ta ſuſpend their acting therein, till they 
rer convinced of the lawfulneſſe of 
, Furam ; * 2nd ( ſuppoſing it 
4 $4. The diQatc of be athing not in its own 
Conſcience whether nature neceſſary, but a- 
right or erroncous > mong things diſputable 
ever —_— not to and tolerable )' I would. 
aQ againſt it. rather become an hums 


ble Suitor to Authority ( could my inter- © 
cefſion any whit avail herein) for Indul- en 
ence in ſuch a caſe; then to de a violent Pe 
inforcer of any, by Terrours or Puniſhs | *< 
ments of the Law, to go againſt their Con. | ©! 
ſciences to pleaſe men. FT - 
3 Yetbecauſe' Conſcience may be de- be 
laded, and my call that ſinfull, which is ob 
lawful, and a duty; and ſo induce men to th 
withdraw in ſuch Acts of Communion, as en 


| neither the Law of God, nor men will. 
allow them to withdraw ſrom: for poſſii 
dlvy the Devil may get into the Conſciene f 
ces of men, and delude them; And the 
Conſcience may tell one, he muſt ſeparate} '# 
from Baptiſm, . becauſe -Infant-Bapriſm is 
Anti- Chriſtian; Another he muſt wicths m 
draw from the Lords Supper, becauſc of 
mixt Communion therein; A third from ** 
The hearing of the Word, begauſe the cal '® 


FT” (79) . 
A uiniſters is Anti · Chriſtian; A fourth, e 
malt caſt off Sabbaths, yea Scriptures an 
all Goſpel Qrdinances, becauſe aboliſhed, - : 
(all chis we have too {ad experience of 
our times) Let therefore every good "vp 
ſtian labour for a due information 
Conſcience in ſuch points as he Scruples 
Communion in, and not think his bare plea 
of Conſcience wil warrant his total neglect 
of any duty. Though his ſuſpending his 
own actings ( till he may ſatisfie Conſci- 
ence about them) may be granted: yet 
poſſibly a total neglect in ſome things, will 
not be granted Impune, by the Law of God 
or * * ES 
* Nowhere it may * An ering Conſei 
be expected 1 ſhould mort 
offer my help toward any from a duty, be- 
the ſatiSfying Conſci- ing not a Law-ma- 
ence in ſuch Scruples, as der; but ſubjeft ta 
{ commonly do occurr the Law. Farißus. 
(echis day) to thoſe that withdraw in whole 
vr in part from the Communion. of the 
Church of Ex gland in its preſent State an 
Adminiſtrations. But to do this fully, 
would too much diſproportion this part of 
my diſcourſe, to the other parts aforego · 
ing; I rather chuſe to ſend them to thoſe 
| Treatiſes of ſuch eminent Non-Confgts 2 
miſts, as have written fully on this ſubject- 
EMA „ 
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' * -fwer together, ii may be ſeen, that great 
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elpecially to Mr. *. Zradſbam s Book of the . 
unreaſonableneſa of ſeparation prefaced o. 
& publiſhed by Dr. Ames; and to Mr. 7e, m 
his try al of the grounds tending to ſo- ſe 
ion, * only recommendinga few ge- 
nera] Rules, which being obſerved, may be N=; 
uſeful in order thereunto » and ſo conciude a fl 
my Diſcourſe, h 
E 
| * 

* The Reader is Advertiſed, that there i 

Publiſhed in Print, an Aſwer to that part of 

- H4r.Ball's Book, which © « Diſconrſeofthe 
lawfulneſs of a ſtinted Liturgy and ſet forms » 


Prager, under the name of Mr. Jo, Cots 
ton. The Anſwer is highly valuedby ſome, 
but by comparing the Dsſcourſe and the A. 


zujury is done to Mr. Ball and to fr, Cotton 
| goth, and alſo that the Readir 5s groſly abu: 
© ſedby it; for it it mot that Diſcourſe Prins A 
ted at Cambridge, 1640. which it therein i 
anſwered; (but probably ſome' imperfe E 
Notes, before that Was publiſhed) whichis d 
evident, not ouly becauſe Yhe number and er- 
der of the Arguments anſwered de di 
from theſe laid down in that Diſcourſe; Jui r 
Fſpecially becanſe the principal things given I be 
5 anſWer by lr. Cotton, are ſo fully hn 1 
* 9 * ts 8 


9 Nee 
<< — 
N * 


” 7 * he T 


to by Mr. Ball berein, (by way of reply to 
Johnſon, Greenwood and o;ber7.that for- 
 werly obhected rhe (ame things ; ) that there 
ſeems nothing more requiſite to be ſaid by 
Way of reply thereumo, Thus much was 
.needfull te be certifyed, becauſe ſome bauer 
flighted Mr. Balls Book, not deemingie I 
Worth reading; becanſe ſufficiently anſwe- | 
red by Mr. Cotton, whereas indeed this 
- Rook may ſerve for 4 ſuſficient reply to his 
Anſwer. | 
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CH AP. IX. „ 
Verein are laid down ſome general Rules of © 

Cantion to preſerve Chriſtians from raſb H 

and unjuſt ſeparation. The Concluſian 

of che Diſcour / e. . | 


ſ A Lthough the anſwering all objecti- ; 


eee * S*: 


| ons, and ſatisfying every ſcruple 
4 that may occurr about this point of 
Communion with the Congregations in 
' England, is a work too large to bo vn 
dertaken in theſe Papers; and indeed need - 
leſs in reſpect of that abundant pains ta- 
ken there in by thoſe Writers before refer. 
red to; yet becauſe ] may not leave the ſo- 
der and humble Chriſtian, altogether with- 
out help, that is deſirous to find ſomething 
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| 32) | 
here, that may ch his Conſcience about 
the premiſes 3 I ſhal lay down ſome gene. 
ral Rules 'of caution , which being duly 

conſidered and improved, may through th 
bleſling of the Lord much conduce to pre. 
vent or heal raſh and unjuſt ſeparation, 

which are theſe that follow. | 
1. Do not raſhly ſeparate for ſuch thing 
as have been found in almoſt all the Chu y, 
ches of Chriſt upon Earth, both in former 
and latter times: the reaſon is, becauſe 
{ though we ſay not, the Church is ſo abſo- 
lafely Infallible, that it cannot err in the 
leaſt particular; yet we may eaſily defend 
That) the Univerſal Church in all places 
and ages cannot err ſo dangerouſly, ſoa] 
good Chriſtians ought not to keep com- 
munĩon with her, but are bound to make 
ſeparation from her ; for this would in- 
ferr that ſhe hath wholly fallen from Chriſt 
and her bond of Union with him is diffol-J 
ved, and he is no longer preſent with her 
(for till then Chriſtians are not wholly to 
ſeparate from her )yea,that Chriſt hath no 
Church in the Worid,&c. And if ſo, what 
will become of the promiſes of Chriſt, that: 
Hel gates ſhal not prevail againſt her, that b 
will be with hey to the end of the World;that 
be will ſend his Spirit to lead her into al 
Truth, and it Gl abide with her for _ ; 
| | ee 


, e 


| ($:) | 
which promiſes though directly and pris * ; 
marily they were made to the Aapoſties, _ 
who had the ſpecial preſence of Chriſt and 
ef the guidance of his holy Spirit iu the moſt 
eminent manner, yet were made to them 
for the behoofe of the Church Univerſal, 
| and ſhal be verified to it. . 
gs] - This duly conſidered, would much pre- 
vent the ſcandal taken at Biſhops, at forms 
ry of Prayer, &c. For who is there (if aC- 
aſe] quaiated with the State of the Church) 
o · that knows not that Biſhops (even in a ſu- 
he periority of power and jurisdiction over 
od] other Miniſters) have been in the Church 
es | of Chritt almoſt univerſally from the A- 
2 paltles times to our dayes ; and that ſet 
m. Forms of Prayers, have been of exceeding 
ke long continuance in the Chriſtian Curches, 
in. through the World. Therefore ſuch as 
iſt ſeparate for theſe things now, muſt have 
1 been led by the ſame principle to have ſe- 
erty parated from almoſt all the Churches of 
wh Chriſt upon Earth; which thing how dan» 
J gerous it is, needs not much to be ſpoken 
8. to her, to manifeſt the ſame. | 
un: 2. Let not incouveniences, defects, ad- 
ditions, or errors Circumſtantial, cauſe you 


the Churches of Chriſt in the ſubſtantial 
duties of Gods Worſhip, where the * 
V 1 : tial 


I] 


to withdraw Communion wholly from 1 
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(84) | 
tials are preſerved; though ſome leſſer ea 
vils may be found, do nor urtcrly refuſe 
Communion there. The Lord Jcfus wil 
not reje& ſuch Churches, therefore do not 
you. [his bath paſled for good 
Lib 4 Divinity gencrally amongſt 


Cap 24. Non- Conformiſts who ac. 
knowledge Communion may | 


be maintained, where ſome divine inſtitu · 
tions are wanting, and ſome humane ad- 
ditaments meerly <xtrinſical are joyned 

| to Divine Worſhip. They 
Comme. paper, lay that where the ſub- 


p. 3. 12. ſtantials of Worſhip are 


Bale on Epb preſerved, though the ex. 
2. 15 ter nal forms and modes be 
SE more inconvenient , diſ. 
Bilderſ: on T. orderly and defective; yet 
$1, Le. 35. its lawfull, yea a duty to 


offer ſuch Worſhip to 

God rather then none at all. That what e. 
ver is not in our power to reform, it ſhall 
be our zeal and piety to tolerate, and with 


patience to bear, & in ſuch Churches there 
may be more cauſe to rejoyce then to 


grieve. Indeed the contrary practice would 


lead toſeparation from all the Churches of 
Chriſt upon Earth, for which of them all 
is perfect? i 23 
3+ As Chriſtians ſhould fly from what 

7 ä 1³ 
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(85) 7 
þ really Idolatry, Will-worſhip, Anti 
ehriſtianiſm, Popery, &c. So let them not 
be affrignted with thoſe names, when im- 
poſed on things, without good grounds, 
leſt they be ſcared from neceflary duty 
and Worſhip ; for theſe terrifying names 
have been abuſively applyed ro dererr 


weak people from the true ' Worſhip of 


God. E. F. Idolatry, Will-worſhip,ima- 
gery, hath been charged upon ſet forms ot 
Prayer, and they have been cenſured to 
be forbidden in the ſecond Commande- 
ment. But what Chriſtian (not prepoſ- 


eſſed beforehand with prejudice againſt 


them) can finde them therein condemned, 
or in any of the Commentaries of the Pro- 
phets or Apoſtles, or in any Expoſition of 
'antient or modern Writers till ſome few 
of latter times? May not any ſimple plain 


hearted Chriſtian (to whoſe apprehenſi. 
ons the Scriprures are ſuted, in all neceſ- 
fary duties ,P/al 19.7.) profeſs, he is 


not able to ſee any ſuch thing, bur on the 
contrary he findeth (er forms, not onely 
uſed and pre\cribed in the Old reſtament, 


-* bur alſo in the New; he fin:is Jeſus Chriſt 
giving a form to his Diſciples, as Joh» did 
to his; and how can he then reſent thoſe 
charges of Imagery, Idolatry, Superſtition, 

but as meer Scarc-crows ? The like =y — 
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ſaid of the charge of Popery, drawn up by | 6 
ſome againſt the preſent forms of Prayer || th 
by Law. eſtabliſhed ; that they are taken | (1 
out of the Maſs Book, are Popiſh Prayers, | w 
&c. which ; affrights ſome poor weak || in 
Chriitians, they are afraid to come neat I on 
them. When as it cannot be denyed, that I br 
(1.) they were compiled by ſundry godly | Pr 
men of the Reformed. Religion, ſome of f| tu 
them afterwards Martyrs in Queen Marys let 
dayes,& were ever highly valucd by them. I un 
(3+) The Papiſts have eyer had them in R 
deteſtation. Queen Mary is reported ta th 
have raz:d them out of the Parliament Re- C 
cords, ſo as it could not (till ſome hath late I th 
Acts paſſed) be well known which was the | me 
authorized Book ; and Harding their great | ra) 
Champion faith of it, in his diſpute with I th 
Biſhop Jewel on Art. 3. That it's ſuch | yi! 
ſervice as their good Catholicks cannot C 
joyn with us in; not only becauſe it is id tel 
the vulgar Tongue: but becauſe {ſaith he } | »y 
many neceſſary things are wanting in Long of 
many things repugnant to the Faith an 
cuſtome of the Catholick Church. (21 
Popery cannot return upon us, whilſt the pu 
faid Common-Prayer-Book is kept unal- | mu 
tered , how can their proper Sacrifice, | W 
Communion in one k ind, Prayers to Saintg of 
c. come in, whilſt this is kept up and ob-. 
ſerved]; and as for the taking theſe Prayer 
: out i. 


* 


— = 


n [| (uſed before Popery was in the World) 


„ | which the Papiits corrupting and abuſing 
k in their Maſs, our firſt Reformers purged _ 


tout what corruptions the Papiſts had 
t | brought in, and did retain thoſe antient 
ly | Prayers according to their Primitive Inſti- 
ot | tation. All this will be readily acknow- 
2 | edged by them, that judging this book 
. | unneceſſary and inconvenient, do deſire a 
n | Reformation therein; and is there any 
a || thing in all this that ſhall ſo affright good 
= | Chrittians out of the Church? Concerning 
te | the charge of Antichriftianiſm, it is to com- 
mon a word in the mouths of all that liſt to 
nyle, that its no ſcandal to any, till the 
thing be fully proved; if Biſhops. and Mi- 
nilters, &c. be judged by any to be Anti- 
Chriſt ian, I ſhal ſend them to that moſt ex- 
celſent piece of Dr. Moore, his Nyſfe- 
ty of /niquity, where they may ſee the Idea 
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de informed, whom this cenfare beſt befits 

IV. Take heed of pretending to greater 
I purity and ſtrictneſs about Church Com- 
| mun1ion and Adminiſtrations, then the 
word of God cemmends, or the examples 
of Chrift and the Apo les and the Pri- 


7a. — 


Lad 


* 


<H 
s 
* 


* 
3 


1 


J otof the Maſs Book, the truch is this 3 
there are ſeveral Prayers of Antient Fathers 
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ol Anti- Chriſtianiſm opened, and rhence: 


fittve Church do commend ; nor = ; 
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ſo extremely rigid as not to bear wich 
*  thingsthacthey have Tolerated. It isa 
” . obſcrvablerule laid down /by wiſe and e. 
minent Divines, that too much ſtrictneſſe p 
and ſeverity often doth injury the Church] g 
more then profite it ; its the way to over ·¶ in 


a turn Churches not go reform them, efpe- 


cially this ſeverity is unbecoming private h 
Chriſtians, who having no Authority, yetſ d 
complain, ſuch perſons, and ſuck things at 
areidefilements, they muſt ſeparate from N 
them, they muſt not touch the uncleanſ c. 
thing: ſuch ſhould take heed that they. beſ V 
not righteous over much, and not dare toſ te 
be wife above what is written, leſt their| & 
too much affected purity and miſguided T 
zeal hurt more the Church of Chriſt, and[#! 
their own Souls then the corruptions they 
ſo much complain of. Calvin adv. Aua. 
Art. 2. Cum ſub ſpecie ſtudii perfectionit im 
perfectionem nulam tollerare poſſumusz tun 
Diabolum nos tumefacere ſuper bia, et h ypocri 
ſo ſeducere moneamur. 1 
v. Have publick Spirits, and look noa 
ſo much on ſuch things as are moſt deſira 
ble in your eyes, and conduce to your inf 
reteſt : as on what tends to the furtherane 
ofrhe Goſpel, and the good of the Chu 
in generall, There have been very few i 01 
our unhappie dayes, but have been ſo 
14 


ith gerly contending for their private opinion? 
an land wayes, that the publick'intereſt of che 
Chriſtian Religion, and of the Churches 
fs peace and welfare hath been almolt for- 
rch| gotten by them, from whence have come 
er · in ſuch an inundation of Errours, Hereſies, ; 
el Profaneneſſe and Atheiſm, that the Church 1 
ata bath been almoſt ruine thereby. In vain * 
yet do we contend about the greater purity 
nge and perfection of the Chriſtian Religion, 1 
om] when the verie being and life of it by our i 
can} content ions and diviſions is indangeredy 
bel What will become of our conteſts for grea- 
e to| ter reformation in Diſcipline, Worthips 
bir] &c, If the Chriſtian Reli gion it ſelf be loſt? 
dedl They are the beſt and wiſeſt Chriſlian® 
chat have moſt indeavoured. that the main 
Fundament al Doctrines and duties of Re- 
ligion may be preſerved, though 'inthe 
imd can time they yield in ſmall matters that 
aui concern the beautie and perfection thereof, 
ocril waiting in a wiſe and peaceable manner til 
the Lord will grant them their deſies there: 
nollãn alſo, in his own way and tim. 
ral VI. Take heed of running into manifeſt 
ind. fin and evil upon fears of what is +24 2 
nel poſed to be ſo. vis. Of caſting off Ordi- 


nel nagces, neglecting of the publick Worſhip 
of God, breach of the peace of the C heb, 
ec, Upon pretence of ſuppoſed evils in 
Y * 22 | ” b comy 


vided yon de your parts and Office. 1 


| Communion, The commands of God for 
- hjs Worſhip and Ordinances & the Church 
| peace, are clear and cogent; the matters ev 
Cepted againſt, are dark and diſputable 
points of controverſie, and the far greater 
part of the Churches of Chriſt on earth 
have approyed of them; therefore be a- 
fraid while you would ſhun an evil ſuppo- 
ſed, you run not into another that is a real 
and far greater evil. A truly tender conſci 
ence ſhould fear evil on either hand, and on 
this ſide rather then that. F 
VII. Charge not on your ſelves o. 
ther mens. (ins, but look to your own wayedl 
and duties. If you judge Superiors ro finſff - 
in their impoſitions, or Biſhops in ar 
Com mand, or Minifters in their Confor 
mity; if you find fin in laxneſſe of Dil 
c'pi ne, in looſe admiſſions to the Ordi 
nances &c. It's not your fin who ſtill Com. 
municate in the Ordinances of Chriſt, pro 


were ſad living in any Church in th 
World, it the ſins of others ſnould be cha 
ped on ſuch as have neither calling no 
power to reform th-m ; fitter it is by fu 
to mourn and pray for Redreſſing of ſuci 

evils, then to run out of the Church forlf 
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| _ them. | 
VIII. Take heed oſ that great and 
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. | 15 
mon miſtake; 9 is to be admit⸗ 
ted in and about the government and admi- 
niſtration of the Chuich of Chriſt, - in the 
CY leaſt Circumſtantials thereof, but what is 
particularly and clearly held forth in the 
by Scriptures. This miſtake hath occaſioned 
many needleſs ſcruples in the minds of 
weak Chriſtians, and much promoted 
| —— ſeparation. It is a Rule laid 
down by a whole Aſſemblie 8 
of Divines, many of them not n Conf. 
much affected to the preſent ®* Faiths. 6X5 
eſtabliſhment, L That there are ſome cir- 
- F cumſtances concerning the Worſhip of 
u God and Government of the Church, 
common to humane actions and Societies 
which are to be ordered by the light of nas 
ture and Chriſtian prudence according ta 
the general Rules of the Word ] And the 
_ fame is practiſed among all thoſe t hat are 
moſt averſe to the communion of the 
Church of England, who retain amongſt 
'themſelves many things, that they can pro- 
duce little true-Scripture-proofs. for, bu 
only praiſe them prudentially as beſt 
condueing to the welfare of their Church 
es, and (as they judge) to the Order of 
Sods Worſhip therein, and ſome have in- 
ge nĩouſly acknowledged as much. If you 
{arch the Scriptures impartiallic concen- 
** Ga gy: i 
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and that dy its proper Officers, and dire- 
ctions how they ſhonid be qualified and {ct 
apart for their Office, what the ſe verall 
duties belonging to their Office are, and 
fone general directions about the manages 
ment thereof; All which may ſute with the 


Srillingf. ſeveral ſorms of Government that 


tren. pt 2. have been competitors amongſt ns 
T'4&c#. wherein the power of Chriſtsoili 
cers is further extended or more reſtrainedy 
wherein ſome act in a ſuperior, others in- 
aà coordinate way) and therefore very many 
learned and godly men have judged, that 
no one form of government was preſcribed 
. us neceſſary in the Church; but it's left to 
be ſuted to the condition of thaſe King- 
doms and Nations where the Church ſhall 

be planted. The like may be ſaid concer- 
ning Goſpel Worſhip; The main duties 
and Ordinances of it are preſcribed, and 
thoſe things wherein the Efferce of them 
ſtands, are more fully and clearly expref- 


ſed; but their circum ſtances and manner 


of performance are only couehed under ge- 
-neral Rules. This may be ſhewed abun- 
d antly by inſtances in the ſeveral parts of 
Worſhip as Prayer, Preaching, Sacraments, 


HM A re 


mig Charch-government you will finde 
therein licele beſides, the main Effentials- 
dl it as that the Church is to be Governed; 
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* 1 but ĩt is done by others fully aud muſt 
e omitted here, becauſe of the brevity of 
theſe Rules. f : 4 K 1 . 4 
Nor doth this derogate from the ſuſſici- 
ency of the Scriptures, nor argue want of 
wiſdome and faithfulneſſe in Chriſt ( as 
ſome plead) if be ſhould not preſcribe e- 
very Particular, as AMoſes did even to the 
Pinns of the Tabernacle for the Scriptures 
are ſufficient for that end God gave them, 
to make wiſe to Salvation, and in order 
thereunto to inſtruct us in all neceſſarie 
points of Faith and Practice: and fot 
Chur ch- government and Worſhip, there's 
enough in theſe Eſſentials laid dow in 
Scripture for the preſerving the welfare 
of the Church in the World, and ſecuring 
of the true and pure. Worſhip of God a+ 
mong men ( thoſe being duly, obſerved) 
And wherein then are the Scriptures tobe 
uͤrgued of inſviticiencie, ifthey leave ſome: 
particular circymſtances undetermined? 
And for the charge of unfaithfulneſſe in Je- 
ius Chriſt, if he ſhould not particular ige 
thoſe things, it's ſtrangely preſumptuous. 
Such ſhould rather ſhew where Chriſthath 
particularly determined all thoſe circum- 
Vances. then impute unfa ithfulneſſe unto 
im, if he do not what they wold have to be 
_ r NN like Reaſon to deter: 
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mine all 3 in the Chriſtian 
Churches, as was in the ꝓewiſſ Church, the 


one being in its Minority, the other grown | 
up toa ſtate of greater libertie and perfe- 


ction, Gal. 4, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10. A Bo 
that goeth to School hath his Leſſon ſet 


him, and in every particular he is ſtinted to 


his work; but when he goes to the Uni- 
verſitie, he only hears Lectures, hath ge- 


neral Rules for his ſtudy, and is left to his 1 | 


' own diſpoſition, for order and manner of 
his ſtudies, Beſides the ꝓcwiſi Church was 
confined to one Nation, that had its ci- 
vil government and Laws from God as wel 
as its Church inſtiutions gburt the Chriſtian 
Church, being to ſpread throughout the 
World ander different civil governments, 
different circumſtances, might beſt ſate 
with the ſtate and condition of different 

People. | 
IX. Take heed of Reſiſting the ordiuan⸗ 
ces of God, whilſt you profeſs to oppoſe 
the inſtitutions of Men. My meaning is, 
whilſt you withſtand humane inventions 
las you ſuppoſe them) in the Worſhip of 
God, beware you oppoſe not lawfull Au- 
thority (which is the Ordinance of God) in 
what they injoin in and about the Worſhip 
of God accordiog to the power giventhem 


+  - ofthe Lord: That Magiſtrates have the 


Care 


1 careofthe Churches in their Dominions, 


committed toſthem, & ſhould ſee to the die 


a adminiſtration of the Worſhip and Ordi- 
nances of God therein (as well as to the 

out ward peace and proſperitie of the cjval-—* 
State) may be manifeſt to all that are 
willing to tec it, by the laudable examples 
of godiy Kings in former times, ſuch as 


{1 - David, Solomon, Aſa, Jehoſaphat, Hese- 
| kiah, &. Whoſe chieſeſt care was about 


| Religion, and the Worſhip of God in 


| their Dominions. Indeed they are not to 


male any new inſtitutions of Worſhip, noe 
alter any thing that is particularlie injoyn - 
ed in the Word of God ; But they are to ſee 
that all things be adminiſtred according to 
the ſame, And in the particular circum- 
ſtanxes undetermined by God, they have 
a power to order and ſettle things accor- 
ding to the generall Rules laid down in the 
Word; and (however you plead, you are 
not to be the Servants of Men) yon maſt be 
therein ſubje& ta them in the Lord. 

It hath been a Notion taken up by ſome, 
That as in former times, the Saints have 
ſuffered in giving Teſtimony to the 
prieſtly Office of Jelus Chriſt; ſo they 
muſt bear witneſs to his Kingly Office, 
what ever they ſuffer, and not yield to au 
Commandments of men in and about the 
| Wn Wor- 
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Worſhip of God; But let ſuch take heed 
that they oppole not his Kingly Office, 
when they ſeem to ſtand up for it. For i! 
Magiſtrates and Rulers be his Vice-gerents 
(as certainly they are) and there is a care 
of his Worſhip delegated unto them, and 
ſome power for ordering affairs in his 
Church in matters of outward coventency |} 
and order, where he hath not expreſly de- 
termined, in withſtanding them in ſuch #} 
things, they may refilt Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. 
Indeed it may be a further-Scruple in caſe 
Magiſtrates injoyning things inexpedient 
and inconvenient, and ſo ſwerve from | 
thoſe general Rules, that they are to go 
by, whether they are to yeeld to them in 
ſuch things or no? But if the judgement of t 
Non - Conformiſts may be taken i 
Fx. five herein, they determine in ſuch t. 
5 4 caſes it's better to obey then co © Þ 
e * withſtand, they may ſin in com- 1. 
manding ſuch things, and yet ſubjects noe. Þ © 
Gn in obeying them when commanded;they , F 
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4 NG Judges in ſuch particular e aſes to de- a 
” termine what is expedient, as the Word of v 
'  Goddetermines what is neceffary; and n 

herein they tollow the judgmen tof Calvin, 2 

E59. 372, which have been ever approved } tl 
by them, who ſpeaking of things of this b 
Mature, Saith, ſome thugs neither tight e 
DH uor 


evi Conſequences with them; yet not be- 


nor profitable, but ſcandalous and drawing 


ing repugnant to the word ( in any expreſs 
determination of it) muſt be borne of tha 
godly Brethren, when they cannot 
help it, and the Churches of Chriſt not 
ſorlaken. And indeed if this ſhould not be 
admitted, but ſo often as any ſhall judge 
uch orſuch matters ine xped ient, they might 
J «withſtand : the Axe ſeems to be laid art 
the roots ofall government, and there wold 
be little order in the Churches of Chriſt, 
There is no ſociety in the World but & 
yieiding in ſome things is nect ſſary, for 
the peace and welfare of that Society. . 
X. Let not any principles or practices. ' 
that you have inconſideratly taken up, ſo far, 
| Ingage you, as to make you loath to tetury + 
to wayes of Truth and ſoberneſs. Some 
bave ( it may be unwillingly and with res 


. Iuctancy only, through the violence oſſoma 
of their own party) been led into the 


wayes ol tig id ſeparation, to condem 

all other Churches, but their own (howe⸗ 
ver ſound in all the main Fundamental and 
neceſſary Doctrines and duties of Chriſti 
anity } and to refuſe any Communion with. 
them though this hath be en condemned | 
by the moſt wiſe and knowirg r. G; 
otbeir own prefeſlion , ſtiled Mr. 9 5 

„ | | 7 


TT TO. 
by ſome the bitter root of ſeparation, the 
| way God nere bleſt with peace and holisF. 
neſs, c.) And now to return to wayay- 
ol ſobriety, and own ſuch as they have for. 
merly ſo hotly. contended againit, they 
know not how to do it. There is natu-iF 
rally in man a tenaciouſneſle of thoſe wayer 
and opinions they have once profeſſed,thatY ' 
they are loath to recede from them,cſpecieÞ 
ally if they have contended for them, thizY: 
is a great piece of denyal. Men would ra. 
ther yeeld in their patrimony (faith 30. 
cer) then in their opinion. Beſides, | 
— may undergo the heavy charges 
5 2 fe J. of — and Jeſerting the 
3 Truth, and chayging their Res 
ligion, &. and this deterrs many from 
wayes of truth and Sobriety. But it 
would be confidered, it's no diſcharge fa 
the wiſeſt, holyeſt, and moſt learned Mea: 
to retract in ſome controverſal opinions of 
practices; Auguſtine who was eſteemed 
the moſt learned of the Fathers, Writes 
' ſeveral Books of Retractations; and Ze 
rome to Ruffinm, ſaith, never bluſh Man 
to change thy opinion, for neither you nor} 
I. nor any Perſon living are of fo great 
Authority, as to be aſhamed to confeſs that 
they have Erred. And asfor the chargt 
bol Apoſtacy and changing your Belgien | 
1 | ucn 
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the fuch a caſe as this is, it's a great mĩſtake tod 
ali 


alfrm this; for if you ſearch t he S crip- 


y5tures, Apoſtacy is a falling away from the 
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hat 


the Goſpel and duties of gadlyneſs, ifitgy('/ 
a manifeſt hereſie or wickedneſſe, not the 


changing a mans judgment or practice in 


© ſome points dif putable amongſt the godly 
and Orthodox, ſaith Mr. Baxter in his Cas 


$- tholick Unity. Be it know to all the Pa- 


piſts in the World, that oui Religion is not 
changed at all, our Worſhip is the ſame, 
whether within Book or without: our 


ge Prayers are the ſame for matter with thoſe 
in the Common Prayer Bookʒ and if I ſhold 


one day uſe the Common Paayer Book,and 
anot her day forbear it, ſhould not change 
the Worſhip of God, to pray is part of his 


Worſhip but whether it be in a Book 


or out of it, is no part at all, but a mode ar 
circumſtance which may be altered as oC» 
_ calion ſerveth. be iy ns the ſame lear- 
ned and pious perſon ſhewerth . „1 
what yielding in things lawful Five " DaÞ4 
YES... . p · 488. 
the Scripture recommendeth | 
tous, from the example of St, Paul, when 


main Fundamental confeſſed Doctrine of 


he circumciſed Timothy, Ad 16. 3. And . - 


when he took the men and purified- him-  -- 


ſelf wich them in the Temple, to ſigniſſe 
the accompliſm ment of the dayes of Parifi- 


j cation, &c, AQ. 21.26,27, So alſo from 
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all things to all men, that 1 might by 1 


means iave ſome, and this 1 do tor the Go 
Ipels ſake. | | 14 
Xl. add but one Rule of Caution more 
againſt a very common but dargerous mi. | 
take, which is an occaſion to many of 
running in to Error and Herefie, as well ag 
into Schiſm and Separation, vis. Take 
heed of ſetting up your owunapprehenſions, 
and conceits ot the ſenſe of Scriptures a. 
bout controverted points, as infallible O- 
racles, that you truit ſo confidently to, tac + 
you will indanger the Churches peace and 
your own ſaſety forthe maintaining of 
them, where you have not all thoſe neceſ . 


ſary helps and means that are requiſite to 


the finding out the minde of God therein, 

Some that have their minds fore- ſtalled 
with an opinon or petſwaſion, geitirg a 
Bible into their hands, preſently conceive 

what ever they meet withall to make for 
their opinion, and begin to be more confr- 
dent then an hundred wiſer and more di- 

cerning perſons dare to be, who know 

their own darkneſs and ignorance, and the 
myſteriouſneſs of the things controverted. . 


though they have far greater evidence f 


*Scripture, and reaſon for them: This car= |} - 
ries men into fuch wilde fancies & ſtrange F 
„ dehi- -* 


- r 
F &cluſions ſometimes, as bring them unden 
the juſt ceniure of Fanaticiſm, (a name 
1 which is coo unjuſtly applyed to others, 
more ſober and pious Chriſtians: Though 
re # [the Fundamental and neceſſary Dodrines, 
and duties of Chriſtianity, are ſo plainly 
of laid dovyn in Scripture, that the weakeſt 
23 -Chiiſtians may anderſtand them; and there- 
e fore have much profit by holy and humble 
s, Meditation in the Word of God day and 
a« night: yet Points controverted are oftens 
. times hidden from ordinary underſtand= 
at | ings, that know not the Languages and 
d proper Idioms of Scripture and cuſtoms of 
the Church, and other advantages of learn - 
CF ing; that its ordinarily impoſſible, they 
0 & - ſhou!d find out the minde of God therein, 
n. It's a vain deluſion to think, that the Spi- 
d rir (that ſome pretend to, more con ſident- 
ly then they have cauſe) ſhould diſcover 
e all deep myſteries and obſcure points of 
x} + controverſie to thoſe that have but ordina« 
j. - try underſtandings, and are wholly deſti- 
(-Y - tute of outward neceſſary means and hopes 
for the gaining knowledge thereby: the 
Spirit of God teaches not by ſuch immedi- 
ate Enmthuſiaſmes, but by irradiating the 
minde and elevating the reaſon that is ex- 
erceiſed in ſearching the Truth in all Gods 
appointed means; aud doth alſo help, whe | 
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werk to Ade las ſavourily all tho 
- "plain and neceſſary Truths that tend tai 
+podlineſſe,and to conform their hearts and 
lives to the love and obedience of them, It! 
were more becoming weak Chriſtians in 
matters diſputable to conſult with the 
Writings of able and learned Expoſitory 
that have al thoſe advantages which them- 
ſelves want, and not to preſume too much 
on their own underſtandings in ſuch thingy 
which would be acceunted unſufferable®- 
preſumption in other Arts and Sciences 
and cannot be leſs in Divinity, wherein the 
greateſt myſteries are contained. Other 
* Rules of Caution might here be laid down 
which (to avoid prolixity) I forbear to e- 
numerate, recommending the ſerious con- 
_ * fideration of thele things to the ſober and 
humble Chriſtian,as greatly conducing to 
keep bim from che by- paths of unjuſt ſe 
paration; and here conclude with my hear 
ty Prayer to God, even the Father of our 
-* Ford. ] eſus Chriſt, that he would grant to 
che Profeſſors of Chriſtianity in all Nation 
E © (both Rulers and People) to minde more 
And to be more zealous for the great a 
„ > Fundamenral points of Faith and Wop 
ip neceſſary to Salvation: and to con 
tend leſs about things not in their own 5 
teure neceſſary that high impoſitions mii 
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{| hot occaſion | volene Fe tions? vor 5 
. again produce further 4 * 
. wemay love one another unfainedly:  ? 
for thegreat things we are united in, & heft 

. N with one another m: re in things un 

d difference is tolerable, and all may ſeek the 

uniy, peace, and welfare of the Church, 

I | andthe good of one another, Cc. Then 

mould Religion flouriſh the Goſpel be ad- 
. the tame ot God be honoured. 
the Souls of men edified, and all may walk“ 
in the fear of God, and comfort of the Holy 

- Ghoſt: unto which let every good Chri- 

* lay, Amen. 


eee : 1 


FINIS 


NOSE 


